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Tegislative Hssembly,

Friday, 12th April, 1918.

The SPEAKER toek the Chair at 3-0 p.m.,
and read prayers, .

[For ' Question on Notice ” see “° Votes and
Procecdings.”]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Angelo, leave of absence for
two weeks granted to the member for Claremont
(Mr. Stewart) on the ground of urgent private
buginess.

BILL—GRAIN ELEVATORS AGREEMENT.
Read a third time, and transmitted to the Legis-
lative Council.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee. '

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair ; Hon. R. H. Underwood
(Honorary Minister) in charge of the Bill.

Clause l-—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 3 of principal
Act :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN
for this smendment ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The reason is
to bring within the scope of the principal Act
people taking in lodgers, irrespective of the number
teken in. At present the number must be more
than three in order that the Act may apply. I
am not particular about this clause.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Addition of new section at end of
Part I.; Premises of Crown may be declared
subject to Act:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: What is the use of
inserting & provision of this kind in the Act?
During my term of office I consulted the Crown
Law Department as to the possibility of taking
action againgt the Commissioner of Railways in
respect of certain premises under his control,
and T was advised that for the Crown to sue itself
was impossible.  For some time the Health Depart-
ment were strongly urging large expenditure in
sanitation of Government offices. The Govern.
ment, however, did not consider it advisable to
spend large sums on old buildings when the in.
tention was to provide other offices at an early
date. Under this clause, however, the hands of
the Government may be forced. Only a certam
amount is available for the Government to ex-
pend each year on work of this kind. For a
considerable period the Government were spending
at the rate of £18,000 to £20,000 a year on sewerage
connections. The Perth Public Hospital alone
cost about £8,000 under this head.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD : I agree with the
member for North- East Fremantle as to the clause,
and T think the Minister for Railways also agrees
with him. I am not supporting the clause.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: There
may be some misunderstanding as to the Govern.
ment’s intentions regarding proper sanitation on
railway premises. Moneys are being provided for
immediate necessities, but it is not proposed to
carry oub the full requirements of the Health
Department.

What is the reason
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Hon. R. H. Underwood : But for the war, the
sewerage connecotions would already have been
carried out,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : That is so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do nos like-
the clause. To sewer the Government offices in
the barracks, for example, would cost £4,000 or
£5,000 ; and yet these offices can only be regarded
as temporary, awaiting an epportunity of removal.
The Government could not waste such an amount.
of money on them.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 4 —Amendment of Section 12 ;

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: What is the meaning
of this clause ¥ It containa a great deal of verbiage..

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: It is merely a.
l}igal correction of Section 12 of the principal

ct.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Substitution of new section for Section.
30 ; qualifications of inspectors :

Mr. THOMSON : This clause may inflict hard-
ship on country health boards which cannot
afford the salary of a professional man.

The Minister for Worka: There is power to
exempt.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: We should see
that, a8 far as possible, men appointed health
inspectors are capable of fulfilling the duties of
the position. Hence this proposed power for the
Commissioner, who, however, can exempt. The-
clause is necded in cases where a board can secure,
but will not appoint, a capable inspector. In
such a case the Commissioner need not exempt.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is so under the
prescut Act,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: The original
Act provides that within 12 months of its com-
mencement every health inapector must obtain
a qualifying certificate of competency. Section
30, however, made no mention of inspectors then
holding office. It has been contended that, no
matter what certificates an inspestor held, he
still had to obtain a certificate of competency
under Section 30. I think this clause is all right.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 8—Amendment of Section 34 : R
Mr. PICKERING : Is there any provision for
sppeal * The Commissioner might frame a by-law
not applicable to the particular district ; and then,,
slthough the by.law might be unnecessary or
unsuitable, he would have power to enforce its.

observance hy the district.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The clausc sheuld be
struck out. I do not think we should restrict-
the power of the local authoritics in this way.
Indeed, in my opinion they should be given greater
power than they have. Under the clause the
Commissioner could insist uwpon the local author-
ity adopting any by-law he wished. We know that
some of the model by-laws introduced several
years ogo were altogether unsuited to the con-
ditions obtaining in this State. I think the powers
already vested in the Commissioner are quite
sufficient.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Under existing
conditions the Commissioner has power over the
Jocal authority. As o matter of fact that should
be suv. It ean easily occur that some special
by-law becomncs urgently necessary in the area of
a local authority, in which ease it is only right
thet the Commissioner should bave power to require
the local authority to adopt such by-law. Indeed,
ot present $he Commissioner can require the local
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authority to adopt.a by-law, and the power he now
asks is that if the local authority declines to do
necessary work he shall be able to do it for them.
He wishes to be put in a position to say, ' If
you won’t do this, I will” And it must be re-
membered that the by.laws have to be Inid on
the Table of the House, and that if not approved
by Parliament they can be disallowed. From
time to time this veto is exercised in Parliament.
Should the Comimissioner attempt to force on a
local authority unnecessary or unsuitable by-laws,
Parliament would disallow them.

Mr. TEESDALE: I support the clause. I
remember thas a certain health bosrd in this State
for various reasons became indifferent to public
health, and members of the board took very
‘little interest in their work. At Iast an ¢pidemic
broke out and several deaths occurred. I per-
sonally calledd the attention of the health author.
ities in Perth to the position, and in consequence
the health authoritics very soon had the town
in a good sanitary condition and the opidemic
stamped out,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The instance quoted
hy the hon. member is already provited for in the
-existing Aet, If a’local authority fail to oarry
out their work, the Commissioner has power to
appoint somehody clse to do it. But the clause
deals with by-laws and regulations. Many of
the by-laws framed by the Commissioner of Public

‘Health, refer to the State as 5 whole, and it might .

easily happen that the Commissioner thus forces
on a local authority somre by-law impossible of
being carried out in the district of that local
authority.

Hon. R. H. Underwood : Parliament could dis;
allow the by law.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : We know the difficulty
in Tegard to that. The local authority should
have power to make by-laws suitable to the par.
ticular district.

Mr, Thomsen : The health authoritics can vver-
vide the by-laws of the local suthority.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : Yes, if necessity ariscs.
The cluuse aims at reducing the powers of local
authorities. I think we should rather increase
those powers,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: At present the
Commrissioner has power to instruct a local
authority t0 make by-laws. What he now desires
is power to do it for them if they should refuse.

Clause put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN : Hon. members will notice
that clauses %, 20, 21 and 51, are printed in italics
and aro new clauses. Consequently we will
eomsider them at the end of the Bill.

Clauses 10 10 17—agreed to.

Clause 18, Amendment of Section 122 :

Mr. ANGELO : 1 do not think it would be wise
to give the local authority power to say on what
area of land every building should stand. This
amendment might be used to prevent a persen
making the best use of his building site. I have
known cases of a road board, before passing a
plan of subdivision. insisting that nc blocks should
he of less an than acre in extent.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD : The -clause is to
give the local authoritics power to provide open
spaces around buildings. The amendment has
been suggested by several loeal authorities. [
do not know that this question ought to be left
to the local authorities as all, for I think evecy
dwelling house should have plonty open space
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Hon. W. (. Angwin: This applics only to
localities outside of municipalitics.

Hen. R. H. UNDERWOOD : In & country like

this we need not eramp ourselves in regard to
space.
Mr. PICKERING : There should be some pro-
vigion in regard to niunicipalities, and there is the
question of shops. 1 take it it is not necessary
to have shops on a quarter of an acre or half an
acre of land.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : There is already "provision
under the Municipalities Act. Why appeal to the
Minister ? B

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: VYesrs ago it
was found in Perth that it was dangerous to place
weatherboard buildings cxactly on the boundary
of the allotments. Some disastrous fircs had
oceurred and there was great difficulty in getting
the people out of ithe buildings. The Perth Cityv
Council thought, that so far as weatherboard
buiMings were concerned, the walls shiuld not be
put nearer than 4ft. to their bhoundaries, which
would give a space of 8ft. hetween the buildings,
and passed o by-law accordingly. Tt is guite right
that there should be a power to deal with the
arca of land occupied by a building. I do not
know of any nzunicipality, which would allow a
ghop to be put up unless it was erceted in brick,
In that case, there is usually an adejuate antount
of land to enable the building to be decently
erected. If o shop is used as a residence also a
municipality is not doing its duty unless it sees
that there is proper space surrounding it.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 hope the Conimittee will
ateept this clause. 1t is appalling to realiso the
crowded and unhealthy condition of & great many
af our people in and sround Perth. The local
authoritics have not gone far cnough, and have
been lax in their dutics.  We should have a
house planning Bill placed befure us g0 that we can
see that people have proper living conditions.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 19—New scction inserted after Section
122

Mr. PICKERINCG : I understand that in muni-
cipalities it is customary for the plans of buildings
10 be erected to be aubmitted for approval. Is it
not unnecessary that plans should be furmished
of any bhuildings that are to be converted into
dwelling houses? In my opinion there should
be included in this ¢louse provision for the sub-
ntission of plans of new buildings.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : The clause scems
t0 be correet. Shops are built and later on may
be used as dwelling houses. In that event, it i3
right that the local bealth authority should say
whether it is & healthy building to live in.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 22—Insertion of new section after section
156 : '

Mr. THOMSON : We are placing rather wide
powers in the hands of the lecal authority. The
lncal authority mey ohject t0 boiling down works
being established in an area, hut the central board
may proclaim it as an area for that purpose. A
section of the community nray thus he compelled,
against its will, to have an offensive trade carried
on in the district, and this might also mean a
depreciation in the value of property.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD : This point has not
been thought of at all. The reason for the clause is
to prevent these noxious trades being established
promiscugusly. It will bo desirable svon that
all noxious trades should be concentrated in one
ares. . The idea i9 not to foree these noxious trade
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areas upon any, district, but to prevent a noxiows
trade being started where it is not required. There
should bo preseribed areas for these trades. I do
not think there is any danger of people having
these things forced upon them. A protest from
any place would prevent such an area being de-
clared. At the same time they may be put there,
and in my opinion it is desirable that some restric.
tion shauld be imposed s to where they should be
placed. At present they can be placed anywhere.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They cannot be put
anywhere. They have to be placed where the local
authorities say they should be placed. The
loeal authority has power to refuse the establish-
ment of any noxious trade, and if a person is going
to start one in any portion of a district, which would
be detrimental to that district, the local authority
can refuse to register such premises. Then there
is o way of appeal. Under this system the Gov-
ernor, which really means the Commissioner,
has power to sct out a certain area which may
appeal to him as a proper area for an offensive
trade. I do not think the clause is necessary
at all.

Clause put and passed,

Clauses 23 to 28—agreed to.

Clauge 29—Amendment of Section 175:

Mr. PICKERING: In the dairying districts
of wy ecleotorate people are being handicapped
by the restriotions placed on the industry by tho
Commissioner. I waited, as a deputation, on
the Minister with regard to the restrictions which
he is empowered to enforece upon the industry,
and the Colonial Sgeretary promised to go into
the question, but nothing has yet been done. I
see we are now to give the Commissioner further
powers, inasmuch ag he i8 to be allowed to define
areas within which it shall not be lawful to estab-
lish and open dairies. Tt would be possible for
the Commissioner to object to a dairy inside a
town, although the people concerncd have gone
to the expense of conforming to the conditions
imposed under the Health Act. [ hope the Min.
ister will be able to show that this measure will
not in any way restrict these people in that
direction.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOOD: The clause ia
one to give the authorities power to make by-laws,
With regard to dairies, most hon. members will
agree that it is neceesary, at least in the fairly
populated areas, to say where dairies should be.
In the City and suburban areas the presence of
dairies is found to be undesirable from the poiné
of view of the milk supply and the comfort and
convenience of the rosidents. I think the clause
is required.

Mr. FOLEY: What the member for Sussex
wighes to see brought about is already provided
for in Section 175 of the Act, and the Bill before
us c¢ontaing no amendment to that section. It
distinetly provides for the licensing of cow-keepers,
dairymen, and vendors of milk. If a man has a
dairy, no matter wherc it is, it i8 only right that
there should be strict supervision over it, and
I do not want the local authorities to have leas
power than they possess to-day. Even if a person
has one cow and is selling milk to neighbours, it
is just as much the duty of the local authority
to see that that person keeps his yard and premises
cleec,ln a8 the owner of a bigger dairy iz compelled
to do,

Mr. MONEY : This clause ‘does not go as far
a8 the member for Sussex thinks it does. Tt
aimply deals with dairies which are to be opened
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and established in the future. .The dairics alread
in existence and already opened are not aflected.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Already we have very
stringent powers for the purpose of regulating
dairies.

Mr. Foley : They are none too stringent.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They are far more
stringent than in Victoria, and the stringency of
these laws has deterred people from keeping
cows. Thore are ample powers now. .

Mr. MALEY: Section 175 of the principal
Act, I believe, was copied from the Health Aot of
Vietoria, in which State the dairying industry
was fully established. The immediate effect of
the adoption of that section in the Health Act of
this State, in my particular district at any rate,
wag $0 close down every dairy in the place. The
regulations were extremely stringent and the
dairymen were forced to close because they could
not comply with them. One regulation provided
that the floors should be of concrete or granolithic.
The more hindrances we create, the greater will
be the difficulty of cstablishing dairies in countty
districts. [ recognise that it mny bo necessary
for these stringent regulations in the cases of
dairies ingide municipal arcas, but there is no
necessity for such drastic provisions in the country
distriets,

Hon. F, E. 8§ WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): What the hon. member has stated is
perfeetly correct, but he must also know that
in the days that he speaks of many of the dairies
were carried on under the most disgraceful con-
ditions, I was in business myself at the time
and I frankly admit that the yard was in such a
flthy condition in the depth of winter that we
had to drive the cows out of the soft ground by
employing a bhoy on horse-back. The cows wero
milked under c¢onditions which should not have
existed. The laws woere then enforced with
perhaps too much zeal, and listle knowledge of
what was required. Many inspectors through
over-zeal worried the owners of the dairies to
such an extent that those dairymen had to go out
of business, We must have sympathetic admin-
istration by the Minister, and we must employ
ingpectors with common senze. Let the laws
be as drastic as they can be and we shall then
have a pure milk supply for our children.

Mr. PICKERING : There may be some truth
in what the Minister stated, but I do not think
thoge conditions exist to-day. The drastic regu-
leations which were applied to the towns were not
applied to the country whore it was not necessary
to enforce such strict regulations. If we make
it impossible for farmers to milk profitably then
milking will cease. No one objects to cleanliness
but we do object to the enforcement of drastic
regulations.

Mr. THOMSON: I am prepared to leave this
to the common sense of the local authorities
We have a hoalth board at Katanning, and we
have two dairies situated about a mile out from
the town. In the interests of the public we applied
to the central board of health to extend our
district so that we could sufficiently control these
two dairieg, and we have nothing to fear from
this clause,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : The Minister has pointed
out that this provision is necessary in closely
settled districts, But I think I am safe in saying
there are very few townships outside the metro-
politan area in which this clause would be put
in force. Take Greenough, for instance: there
are in that district very few towns with over a
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hundred inhabitants. We want to be careful
in regard to milk, because it is the food of infants
and invalids. They have to depend on it, and
we must gee that the premises where the milk is
kept are clean. But if we make the provision
a0 strong it will be impossible for diary persons
ta carry on. In my district there are persons who
keep cows and they have places where the cows
run, but this provision would not apply to such
persons. [t applies to places where there are a
number of cows run for profit.

Mr. HARRISON : I do nat think any power
would be too great with regard to the restriction
of dirty premises, because we know that milk
is the great carrier of disease germs, and if we
look after our milk supply we shall control the
health of the community. T remember not very
many years ago one of the largest dairies in London
used to advertise that the cows were kept on the
premises. The owner had concrote foors, and
the cows were kept and groomed like race horses.
This dairy owner commanded the best trade in
Londen, because he guarantead that the cows were
kept on the premises, and well looked after, and
he guaranteed that he could deliver s quality of
milk all the year round containing a certain amount
of hutter fat.
give the people the best™protection in the world,
and we must produce the hest milk and butter
in the world. We must beat Victoria. Our
diarying must be carricd on on scientific linea.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : The discussion
is altogether outside the clause. This has nothing
to do with the carrying on of dairies. This clause
only provides where we should put dairies.

Clause put and passed.

Clauso 30—Amendment of Scotion 178 -

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Does this clause mean
that the Commissioner has power to allow a person
to practisc who iz not a fully qualified analyst ?
A person might be able to analyse milk but nnt
other articles. That person would not be & fully
qualified analyst, but on a part analyst. Thero
is a standard laidl down in the present Act. Pre-
viously analysts had to go before a board and
they hoad to pass an examination, immediately
they could prove their qualifications the Com-
missioner registered them to work ss analysts
But this provision seems to show that a porson
need not be fully qualified but only partly qualified.

The Minister fot Works: The clause evidently
provides for apecial cases.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
an important position.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOQOD : A man may be
able to assay gold but not copper and lead. He
may be able to analyse milk, but not treacle.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Are we justified in
allowing a person to be registered ss an analyst
when he is not properly qualified ¥ Persons
should not be registered to practise n profession
for which they are not qualified. A court of law,
for example, would not attach much weight to
an analysis made by a man not qualified as an
analyst. Hon. members should think twice hefore
allowing the Commissioner to register anyone
as an anelyst without tests. If examination is

An analyst occupics

necessary in the case of a health inspector, it is .

doubly necessary in the case of an analyst.

Mr. MONEY :  We should be acting wrongly
in detracting from the qualifications of analysts.
and such would be the effcct of this clause. I
support the contention of the laat speaker. If a
veterinary surgeon, a physician, and & legal prac-
titioner have to be duly gualified, how much more

If we go in for dairying we must .
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necessary is it for an analyst, on whose ovidence
in prosecutions conviction or acquittal frequently
depends.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWQOD : There has heen
o case where a fairly good analyst failed to paas
the board’s examination on one small point. How-
ever, it would perhaps be just as well to omit
this clauss, because, after all, we cannot make
lawe for individuals,

Clanse put and negatived.

Clause 3l—agreed to.

Clause 32—Amendment of Section 185:

Mr. PICKERING :
this clause.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOOD: The clause pro-
poses a verhal amendment. * Skim milk " is to
include * separated milk.”

Clause put and passed.

Clauzes 33 to 39—agreed to.

Clause 40—Amendment of Seotion 242a :

Hon. W. . ANCGWIN : No doubt the Minister
has had experience of the working of that section
in the principnl Aot which is very similar to this
elauge. Tt i contended that medical practitioners
only should prescribe for persuns suffering from
venerenl diseases. At Fremantle, however, sailors
suffering from gonorrhoea who may be ashore only
for a few hours are now prevented from obtaining
prescriptions at the hands of chemists, who are
compelled to refer them te physicians for advice.
The result has been that sailors so circumstanced
have been unable to obtain treatment here. My
own opinion is that venercal disease should be
treated only by medical practitioncrs.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : The intention
of the clause is to prevent as far as possible any
but qualified medical practitioners from treating
venereal diseage. We have not heen yuite success-
ful ine preventing unauthorised treatment. As
regards the case of sailors referred to by the member
for North-East Fremantle, the best thing for a
sailor sufforing from vonereal disease is to remain
aghore. Certainly, he should not proceed on a
long voyage. In Scandinavian countries, I under-
stand, no sailor is allowed to leave port uniess
he has a clean bill of health as regards.venercal
disease.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 41 to 45—agroed to.

Clause 46—Amendment of Section 242j :

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : [ move an amendment—

**That in lines 2 to 5 the following be struck
out: (i.) by the deletion of all the words in the
first five lines of the section and the substitution
of the words, * whenever the Commissioner has
reason to believe that any person is suffering
from any venereal disease.'”

The words I have proposed to delete mean that the
Government propose to cut out, entirely, signed
statements giving the informant’s name and
address. I do not intend to repeat what I said the
other evening. [ believe it is the desire of the
majority of hon. members to protect innocent
persons from false accusations regarding venereal
disease. Moreover, | believe it is the desire of
the majority of hon. members that innocent
persons shall continue to be protected against false
charges by the existing right of legal redress,
If the words T propose to delete are allowed to
remain in the Bill, innocent persons will have no
protection. No reasons have heen shown why it
should be necessary to amend the provision in the
existing Act. In New South Wales the principle
wae adopted of establishing a number of places
where sufferers could get free treatment without

1 desire an explanation of
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any shadow of compulsion. The number of per-
song taking advantage of those clinics has con.
siderably increased, In Western Australia very
little has been dotie in this direction. In 1912 we
sgreed, subject to the approval of the hospitals
concerned, that cach hospital should aflord free
treatment. No gspecial provision was meade for
patients of this class. The sufferer had to go along
ag an ordinary patient. Not until October of
last year was any special provision made for dealing
with these cases. In view of that, 1 maintain
there is no nhecessity for amending the existing
section. The Commissioner of Public Health
would come into personal contact with but a
very small number of sufferers from this disease,
The majority of cages reported to him will be
reported through a third person. That being so,
we should be very carcful about handing over
the sugpgested power to the Commissioner of
Health, power to teke any action in cases reported
to him through a third pemson. Recently we
have read a Press interview with Mr. MecLeod,
the late Minister for Health in Victoria. In Victoria
they have the signed statement provision; a
signed statement must be forthcoming before the
Commisgioner can take action, Yet Mr. McLeod
says that even under those conditions many.
innocent persons have been charged.

Hon. R. H. Underwood : Wheo said that ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Mr. McLeod.

Mr. Teesdale : He has taken it back since.

Hon. T. Walker: No; it is in this morning’s
paper.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the statement is
wrong. the Minister can correet it. Personally,
I fimuly believe that such things have happened.
If those things can happen despite the signed
statement, what are we to expect whon there is
no longer necessity for o signed statemont? I
know what my feelings would be if anyone be-
longing to me was wrongfully accused, and there
fore I can casily imagine what would be the fecl-
ings of others placed in such & position. The
Honorary Minister has snid that action might not
be taken ; but he cannot deny that sction might
be taken. and that an innocent person might
be accused,

Hon. R. H. Underwood: An innocent person
might be actcused of nrurder.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : In such & case he would
be tried in open eourt, and the result would be
known to all. But in the casc of o nralicious re-
port ageinst the condition of his health the harm
is done by the passing front mouth to mouth of the
nmews that soandso has been called up by the
Health Department for examination. To prove
to the public that the accusation was wrongfully
made, the suspect would have to break the law
and thus lay himself open to arrest.

Mr. Toley : How would the public have know-
ledge that a person was suspected and charged ?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Unfortunately the
world contains a large proportion of malicious
persans. If I broke the law I would be arrested.
Then I should have a difficult job to prove it,
even if I had broken the law, because, instead of
being put into open court, I would be put into
some secluded place, and doctors would be brought
for the purpose of ¢xantining me.

Mr, Thomson : Do you think they would certify
that you had the disease if you did not have it ?

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN : T was merely showing
the difficulty regarding the two charges which
might be mode against me. One could be easily

.who was making inquities into the matter.
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proved, and the other could not he disproved.
It could not be disproved publicly.

Hon. B. H. Underwood : The charge would nos.
be made publicly.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN : It éanunot be avoided.

Mr. Foley: Your argument is based on the
ground that you are not going to get it.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: I am trying to show
that, first, & malicious charge may be made, and,
secondly, the person who lodges it may be the
menns of making it public,

Mr. Mullany : He would not know that the
Commiagioner had taken any notice of the charge.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: I know that, but he
¢ould put up such & tale that he would mislead
the Commissioner into taking action.

Mr. Mullany : He could not te)l anyone else
that the Commissioner had taken action.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, but he could say
that I had been reported to the Commissio;g;-,

3
would mean that the Commissioner was s0 sus.
picious of my actions that he thought it necessary
to inquirg.

Hon. . E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minister):
What is to stop a man making such a statement
now ? .

Hon. W. C. ANGWAN: There is & difference
between the present position, and what would
happen if we allowed the Commissioner to make
any inguiries whatever and allowed him to_im-
mediately approach me on the matter, If I
could prove by a doctor's certificate that I was
innoeent of the charge I could go to the Com-
missioner and eay, ‘*Show me the name of your
informant.”  If these words are struck out, and
the other portion of the Bill is loft as it stands, T
would have no opportunity of proving my inno-
cence,

The Minister for Works: Is the Commissioner
compelled to give you the name of the informant ?

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN : Under the Act heis. I
would have an oppotrtunity of proving my inno-
eence, and could demand of the Commissioner &
verified copy of the information which had been
lodged against me. I could then take action in
the court against the person who had lodged that
information.

Mr. Foley: If it were proved that the charge
was & wrong one, do you not think the State
would benefit by the fact that in nine other cases
the chatge had been proved ?

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN : That is all very well.
It was one of the most awful things that ono could
possibly do. It does not matter much {o & man,
but any infornmtion regarding a young gitl
being made public would blight her life for ever in
the district in which she resided.

Mr. Thomson: Is thig not possible to happen
under the law to.day ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No.

Mr, Thomson: Suppose you cannot find out
who et the rumour going ¢

Hon. T. Walker: You could get at the person
who started the runrour,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I ¢ould find out who
lodged the information. [ would point out that
the informant might tell another that he had laid
information against a certain person, and that in
this way the matter might be made public, I
hope hon, members will retain the signed state-
ment, and realise the injury it is possible to do
to some innocent person if the signed statement is
struck out. I have grave doubts as to whether
notifieation i8 any good at all.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: Before addressing myself
to the subject, I desire to make it clear to the
Committee that it is not my intention to take
part in debates in this Chamber which have any
party signifiecance. [ would not have entered
upon the debate but for my belief that 1 possess
some information snd knowledge, which are not
possessed 80 much by other hon, members, by
virtue of my having been a member of the hoard
of managentent of the Perth Public Hospital for
over 10 years, and occupied the position of chair.
man of the board for the last five years, If one
listened to the debates in this Chamber during the
discussion on this Bill. and also listened to the
debates of another place, besides reading the
evidence given bhefore the select committee of
another place on this measure, one would
think that it was only at 8 quite reoent
date that thiz disease was recognised in our
midst. I have read most of the satatements
made from the public platform, and in the

Press, by those who clauned to give reasons ®

why this legislation should not be passed, and I
bave been struck by the poverty of the arguments
which have been put furward. The Perth public
Hospital first started to treat this discase exactly
on the same footing as any other disease, in January,
1912, The remarks I am geing to make are horne
cut by the minutes of the hospital commitice
and the board, which are still at the Perth Public
Hospital. As far back as January 2ith, 1912,
this matter was brought before the board by the
Chief Resident Medical Officer, Dr. Hope, who
pointed out the neeessity for the board taking some
action to make it known to the public that the
hospital would treat this disease on common grounds
with other diseases. The hospital had not done
that previously, only in a promiscuous manner,
and when patients came in sufforing from some
other complaint, together with this disease, they
were  breated for both complaints. Dr. Hope
did not think that was a proper method, and the
board agreed to treat this disease in the way
desired. We then found that we had to incur
expenditure, and went to the Colonial Secretary,
I think at the time, the member for North-KEast
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin). We placed the
matter beforo him, and bhe made the necessary
arrangements by which we could treat this disease.
Then, in February of that year, we decided to do
this, and advertised in the Press for an Honorary
Vencreal surgeon for the Perth Public Hospital,
who would treat only these cases. We appointed
an honorary venercal surgeon, but after he had
been appointed for a few weeks he made it known
to the Chief Resident Medical Officer, and the Chief
Resident Medical Ofticer to the board, that it was
not conducive to his practice that he should be
siyled ~ Honmorary venercal surgeon to the Perth
Public Hospital.” When these appointments are
made they arc rocommended by the board and
approved by Executive Council and gazetted,
The honorary surgeon suggested to the board tha
he would not be able to continue unless wo altered
hia title. and wealtered the title to that of honorary
surgeon for skin diseases, and that gentleman
dealt with this particular akin disease and cthers
until the st October of last year, We had some
difficulty in arranging in the hospital as to where
we should have the night clinics. The arrange-
ments were made by the Worka Department, and
just when those arrangements were completed we
advertised for two honorary surgeons, and we had
to advertise for venereal surgeons. What was the
result * We nceded two, but we received only
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one application, and one waa of little or no value.
We then advertised that an honorarivm would be
paid, and we were successful in getting two. We
opened night clinics in October last, & male and &
female section. I would like hon. members to
vigit the hospital. It is remarkable to think that
whilst this disease and the Health Bill have caused
80 much excitement and so much platform speaking,
and have been responsible for se many letters in the
Press, yet not one person that I know of kas thought
it worth while to find out what arrangements were
made for treating victims of this disease. At the
samo time these critics are yuite satislied to tell
the public not to accept the Bill,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What has that to do with
tho Bill ?

Hon. G. TAYLOR. : There have been statements
made which are wholly untrue, The evidence taken
by the select committee will enable me to convinee
the hon, membor that his attack on the hospital
bo:rd Jast Wednesday night was wholly unjusti.
fed,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: I attecked them for in-
timidating & witness.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : 1 thought the hon. member
when he made his statement made it in all good
faith, and that because of the interjections which
were being freely made he may have become
excited and uttered remarks which he would not
have made in calmer moments. [ will show the
hon. member there was no intimidation. So far
back as February, 1912, we at the hospital arranged
for male and female venereal patients to be treated
at the hospital practically as thoy are heing treated
now, with the cxception that they were treated
on all fours with other patients. They were in-
terrogated as to their financial position before
being treated and if they could pay something,
well and good.  Under the 1915 Act no Government
practitioner in receipt of & salary from the Govern-
ment is allowed to make a charge, and the richest
man in the land as well as tho poorest can be treated
ab the hospital without payment. To give the
Committee an idea as to what the hospital board
have done since October last, 1 might mention that
the total number of in-patients, that is, bed patienta,
confined for treatment numbered 37, of which
pumber 24 were males and 13 females, They have
beentreated in a period of five months as in-patients.
We get apart s special ward for the males, but aa
there was no specinl ward for femaices we treated
them in & small ward. In the out-patients depart-
ment there were treated from October last until the
9th instant, 228 males and 84 females, a totalof 312
patients. H that is not overwhelming testimony
in favour of logislation of this characier I do not
know what is.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T should have thought you
would have had more,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The hon. member must
have been attending some of the public meetings
1 have spoken about. Let us take the evidence
giver before the select committee on this Rill,
evidence which would have influenced hon. mem.
bers. I intend to quote some of the evidence
tendered by a member of the hospital hoard, Mrs,
Rischbieth, who was on the board in 1912, when
we began to treat venercal cases, just as I have
explained. The Chairman asked her whether she
had any remarks to offer with regard to the working
of the Act during the 18 months it had been in
force, and she replied—

No. It is very difficult to follow the Act,
because the proceodings are sltogether held in
camera according to the provisions of the Aecty
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Another thing is that we have not as yet the
facilitics or have only very few facilities for
treatment in thig State. There has been a night
Clinie for men at the Perth Public Hospital
for some tims past and very recently a woman's
clinie, but facilities really are only about to he
opened to meet the 1915 measure.
We opened night clinics for both male and females.
and | believe the first patient treated was » female.
That is the evidence given by a member of the
hospital board, In the next question she is asked
* You say the clinics are only just opened™ ¢
- Then she replied—

The new clinics for the purpose are not opened
yet, but will be shortly at the Perth Public
Hospital, and then there is a detention hospital
at Subiaco to be opened soon.

That is a straight answer to a straight question.

She states that the new clinies are not opened yet,

and vp to that time we had treated considerably

over 200 patients at the Perth hospital clinies.

Then T am criticised in this House, and the board *
of management are criticised, for cndeavouring

to place the true facts in conncetion with the

administration of the institution, of which I am

the chairman, hefore the public.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then it was you who did
it ?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: In case the hon. member
does not believe me, I will show him the notice
which was sent out convening & meeting. I
take full responsibility for it. Whenever I believe
there is necessity for calling the board together
I summon a meeting. The board mectings are
open to the Press, who are invited.,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is more than Mra.
Rigchbieth was.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: In question 174 she was
asked—

You mean to say there has been no opportunity
for treating patients so far ¥

and she replied—

Yes, very little until recently, as far as women
are concerned. There has been a night clinic
for men at the Perth Public Hospital and there
have been two beds for women cages at the
hospital —extreme cases, That 13 as far as 1
know.

The hospital at Subiaco was referred to as a de-
tention hospital. If that be a detention hospital
so is the Perth hospital. We cannot detnin a
patient there if that patient desires to go out.
Why, may I ask, did we not detain the 312 out-
patients who were treated ? We had, as I ex.
pleined, 37 in-patients, but we could not detain
them if they wanted to go away. If they desired
to leave the institution they could leave it of
their own accord, with this difference, that under
the Health Act of 1915 after they had ceased
treatmont at the institution and after six weeks
the Commissioner of Health was notified and the
person could be brought to book, but it was after
six weeks, All these six weeka they can be gpread-
ing the discase far and wide. May I say here
spesking on the very best authority—two diseascs
are spoken of in this Bill, if one of these particular
diseases is taken in time in the early stages, there
are hardly any bed patients. 1 do not suppose
five per cent. need bed treatment. Because this
disease strikes one as being very bad, patients
need not go to bed.

Hon. W. €. Angwin : What does the Aet mean
when it says-

When any person is subject to detention

+ under this section hec may from time to time
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apply in writing to a judge of the Supreme

Court, or a resident or police magistrate in the

dissrict in which he is detailed to bo examined

by two metlical practitioners.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : He is detained in a prison,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: No, the hospital.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Five per cent. do not need
bed treatment. They can follow their ordinary
avoeations. Let me say that in one of these
diseases there arc three stages, the primary,
secondary and tertiary stages, and in the carly
stages of one of these diseases, if you can ecatch
it in the first stage & person can follow his avo-
cation unless it is a scvere attack. To show that
some provision has been made to mect this disease,
& hospital was built at Subiaco and completed
and furnished, It contains 24 heds, 12 for males
and 12 for females. It was built at a cost of
£3,429 8s. 6d., and furnished at & cost of £500. It
is now open, and that is the institution mentionad
in the evidence ns being the detention hospital.
It is a hospital the same as the other institutions,
and patients can walk out as they like.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: [ ¢ay they cannot.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : As far as we are concerned
patients can go just as they like.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1t has noething te do with
)’Oll.

Hon. ¢, TAYLOR: The Commissioner of
Health knows nothing about the patients that
come t0 the Perth Public Hospital. He has to
be notified that they are heing treated by us and
when the doctor discharges them a8 being cured,
he is notitied to that clfect. If they cease treat-
ment at the Perth Public Hospital after six weeks
we notify the Commissioner that so-an-so has
ceased treatntent and is certified by the surgeon
as having been cured. They then try to find
the person and he becomes hiable in the way in
which the hon. member has stated. It is a re-
mote chance whether they can prevent the spread
of the disease. If a person walks out of an insti-
tution where he has been for a long time, and is
still in the infeetious stage, there is the chance of
spreading the disease far and wide. We have
hul too many cases and have had to notify the
Commissioner and we realise that it i3 usgless
to allow a patient to go and then after six weeks
to notify the Commissioner.

. Hon. W. (. Angwin : We have altered that.

Hon, €. TAYLOR: Of course we have not
operated since the alteration. Would any in-
telligent person have stipulated six weeks? It
shows how utterly ignorant of the disease peoplo
wero, but these are the snme people who are fight-
ing the Bill to-day, and who fought it in 1914.
1 am not here to fight to.day, I am here to give
plain facts to the Chamher.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You are strengthening
my hands.

Hon. . TAYLOR: I have strengthencd the
hon. nmiembers’ hands and his party's hands for
many vears, and I hope to strengthen the clause
in the Bill so that it shall become an Act and let
ug try and and clean up the discase which is so
hopeless. If we can deal with the discase as a
disease, we shall have done something. It is o
deeperate disense and requires desperate remedies,
1 could make members shudder if I told them half
the ecases which we treat at the hospital ; cases of
children 14 and 135 years of age. Members do not
know these things. They cannot find them out
by wandering about the feotpaths in Perth. They
want t0 he where the cases are freated. I want
to refer to what the member for North-East Fre-
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mantle mentioned on Wednesday night in regard
to & member of the Board of Management being
summoned before the board. This is the notifi-
eation which I received and a similar notification
was sent to the member of the board referred to —
Urgent and TImportant. Dear Sir, I am
directed by the Chainman (Mr. Geo. Taylor,

M.L.A) to inform you that a special meeting

of the board of management will take place

at the abovenamed Institution on Thursday
nest, the 28th instant at 11 a.m., sharp, busi-
ness sheet for which is enclosed herewith. Yours

faithfully, James H. Crabb, Secretary. A

specisl meeting of the board of wanagement

will be held on Thursday the 28th March, at

11 a.n, sharp, in secordance with Rule 8. Busi-

ness: 1. To consider public statements affect-

ing the Hospital made by member of the hos.

pital board with reference to the Health Bill.
Nearly every member of the board attended the
meeting. There is a member present in this
House who was present at the meeting and the
gist of what 1 snid was printed in the Press, 1
questioned the menber of the board es to making
the statements which have beven published far and
wide. The statement was made hy o member of
the board at women's meetings and women's
guilds, and I say the inHluence is much greater
coming from a member of the board when that
member of the bonrd said there has heen no trest-
ment antl it was stated that the person said that
people must be paupers before they receive treat-
ment at the Perth hospital.  This night clinic has
becn open sinee October and nearly 300 patients
have been treated and yet the hon. members ave
protesting because I called this meeting. The
member for Fremantle was supported by the
member for North-East Fremantle and said be-
cause it was a woman I had done this and thai,
if it had been a man I would not have done it.
Let me tell the member for Fremantle, big and
burly as he is. ha would have reccived the same
notification.

Mr. Jones: 1 would have come along and given
you nething.

Hon. G, TAYLOR : T told the secretary to send
out.the notice and I dictated the enclosure myself.
The secretary did not know what was in the lettor.
I brought the matter fairly before the board. I
knew from my experience that witnesses examined
befora select committees are allowed to see their
evidence and correct it, but that aubstantial
alterations must bhe made by re.examination.
I knew these facts before I called the meeting.
The ovidence given made a .man or a woman
suffering from this disease scared to go near the
hospital. In the first instance, it was said, there
was no place at which to treat patients ; it waa
not quite opened. Then it wag said that if patients
once got to the hospital, there was a detention
hospital somewhore, where they would be put.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : So thero i5.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The hon. member will say
anything. I challenge the hon, member to prove
that out of the 312 patients treated within the last
five months, and the 37 in.patients, even one has
been detained.

Hon, W. C. Angwin : I did not say that.

Hon, G. TAYLOR : In not one of these cases
was there the breath of a guspicion of a suggestion
of detention.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : That has nothing to do
with the lady.

Mr. Teesdale : The lady said it, though.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It is in the Act.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR : There is not a detention
hospital in the sense that the hon. member implied.
In vigw of these statements, [ think the hen. mem-
ber in endeavouring to protect a member of the
board, has produted rather the opposite effect.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : Do not make any mistake
about that. The lady iz respected throughout the
State.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : It is uniair and unmanly
of the hon, member to assert that the character of
the woman wes impugned because it was said that,
with regard to this Bili, she had made statements
which were not in accord with the facts. Her
probity was never questioned by the beard, or,
80 far as [ know, by any man or woman in Western
Australia,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
for some yeors.
Mr. Green:
she told a lic.

Mr. Teesdale : Tsaid she had made misstatements.

Hoa. W. C. Angwin: We know all about you.

Several interjections.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Me. TROY: On a point of arder, the mem-
ber for Roebourne is becoming notorious for
his interjections and interruptions. I insist,
Mr. Chairman, that you should keep him in order.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 take exception to the
remarks of the member for Mt. Magnet, and I
ask him to keep quiet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : Mr. Chairman—

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to explain
my position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will give me an
opportunity to speak later if I sit down ?

Members : Chair!

Mr. Troy: Mr. Chairman, I am on my feet.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for Me.
Magnet be good enough to take his seat for a
minute ? [ would like hon. members of this
Chamber to believe that, in the difficult pesition
which the Chairman of Committees holds, he
endeavours, as far as he possible can, to give
every member of this Chamber fair play.

Mr. Troy: You hove done that.

The CHAIRMAN: As long as I am in this
Chair I intend to do that, but I must agk hon.
members to protect the Chair. If any member
risas in his place when he hes no right to do so,
any other member cailing my attention to it will
get fair play. But I object to any member
standing up and telling me that I should prevent
o private member from taking charge of this
Chamber. It is a reflection on the Chair, and one
that I resent.

Mr. TROY: Since you, Mr. Chairman, have
spoken 1 insist upon my right to rise to a point
of order. -

The CHATRMAN : The member for Mt. Magnet
is quite right in rising to a point of order.

Mr. TROY : I submit that you have no right,
Sir, to argue with me whilst T am stating & point
of order.

The CHAIRMAN : I have every right to object
to the statement the hon. member made.

Mr. TROY: You have a right to object, Sir,
when I say something derogatory to your fairness,
I have never questioned that. But I ask you to
protect the Chamber from an hon. member who
notoriously interrupts debates. I ask you to
insiat that that hon, member keeps order.

The CHAIRMAN: So I do. But I cannot
possibly see every member who rises in his place.

I have known the lady

The member for Roebourne said
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Mr. TROY : When L say, Mr. Chairman, that you
have aright to insist upon it, I do not wish to convey
that you would not insist. But T say that prompt
steps arc necessary in a matter of this character.
I ask that the member for Rocbourne should be
called to order lLecause of his uncalled-for intrr-
ruptions.

The CHAIRMAN : The member {for Roebourne
‘should not rise in his place as he did, and I ask
“him to refrain’ from doing so in future. 1f he rises
to a point of order, he will get the protection of
.the Chair overy time. But he should not rise in
his place and pass interjections across the floor
of the Chamber, a8 he did just now. I truat that,
after this explanation, the discussion will now
conse,

Hon, G, TAYLOR: I am sorry that soc much
hoat has been engendered. An exhibition of
temper, in my opinion, is nothing but an indication
of the weakness of the case. T am sorry to sce
hon. members on your left, Mr. Chairman, exhibit
that temper on this ocension, [ hope that the clause
under discussion, No. 46, will be earried. It is
indeed necessary, and for hon. membors to put
up arguments that some inalicious person. will
take advantage of the clause is simply idle. Lot
me ask hom. members whether in their various
associations in this State and elsewhere they have
ever known, or come in contact with, a person
who would be so malicious a3 to blast the fair
fame of & woman by a bascless accusation ! Have
they ever known of a man who would he malicious
enough to say, *‘ Becouse that girl is raspectable
I will degrade her as much as I can,” if it is a
degradation to go before a medical practitioner
to agcertain whethor disease exists or not 7 [ have
never met such a man in the whole of my life, Men
do not know the nature of woman as well a3 they
know the naturc of man, but I do not think there
can be manv women malicious enough to lay a
charge against an innocent sister for the purpose
of damning her by having her brought hefore a
medicsl practitioner on a charge under this Act,
Who are the people that will avail themselves of
this clause for malicious purposes * The purpose
of the Bill iz to save poople from a terrible disease,
and people who read this measure will not be
actuated by malice but will read it rather in the
interests of the nation and in the intercata of the
children unborn. Those who read this legislation
will not be thinking about maligning some ro-
spectable girl or some respeetable youth. I had
the pleasure of listening to the member for North-
Kast Fremantle the other night, and not once
during the whole of his three-hours speech did he
gay one word about the boy. All his arguments
were directed to protecting the girl. T belicve a
mother thinks just as much of her son as she does
of her daughter. No mother will stand by and
see her son degraded, any more than she will stand
by and see her danghter degraded.  And the same
thing applies to the father. Why should not the
boy be protected ? Why should not the man be
protected ? This Bilt does not know man pr woman,
It only knows that & person is suffering from
venercal disense, and it looks upon that person as
a menace to the community, and it desires to
remove that menace. 1 hope that this clause,
which is considered so objectionable, will play
a most important part in the administration of the
measure. If hon. members could sec the class
of patients being treated under the 1915 Aot, they
would indeed be surprised. This disease knows '
no one particularly ; if prince or peasant exposes
himself to the disease, the dircase .will claim him -
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a8 a victim. It is idle to say that the measure is
directed against the working classes. The working
classes are in no more danger of coming under this
Bill, than is any other ¢lass. The working classes,
being greater in number than other classes, possivly
will show more victims in point of number to this
discage. The Biil, however, does not refer to them a
a3 a class any more than it refers to any other
class in the community.

Mr. Munsie : What is the failure of the existing
Act ?

Hon. G, TAYLOR: That we cannot reach
patients who ought to be reached. I do not
want t0 tell the Committee all I know on that
score. My desire is to get as many sufferers
treatedd as possible, and at present there are
certain sufferers who cannot be reached. If I
were now o member on the floor of the House, 1
would stand by this Bill, and by this’ clause, if I
forfeited my political reputation by doing so.
That is the way T feel about it

Hon. W. C. Angwin : We feel the same way
about getting the clause struck out.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The member for North-East
Fremantle did not express himself to that effect
on the more drastic Bill of 1915, when he was on
the Government side of the House and T sat behind
him. T have not changed my views regarding this
diabolical discase. I know it better in 1918 than
Idid in 1915. That is as the result of ex perience.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: You have not given much
evidence of that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for North-
East Fremantle supported the Bill of 1915 tooth
and nail,

Hen. W. €. Angwin: You are wrong there.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: That measure was in-
finitely more drastic than the present Bill.

Hon. T. Walker: You are wrong.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Tt was a Government
measure introduced by an Honorary Minister,
and supported by the Government of the day,
Not one member of the Government opposed the
Bill. Tf hon moembers read °* Hansard V they
will find that neither on the second reading, nor
at any other stago of the Bill, did any member of
that Government oppose the measure. 1 believe
the late Lieut. Stubbs, then member for Subiaco,
was the only moember on the Government side
of the House who attacked the Bill of 1915. I do
not wish to discuss the clause any further, I
think I. have contributed as much information
to the subject as any member of this Cbamber,
with the exception, perhaps, of the Honorury
Minister who intreduced the measure of 1915
I hope hon. members will support the clause.

Mr. FOLEY : In my opinion the clause is the
Bill. If we lose the clause, the Bill is lost. 1t
has been said that no justification is shown for
the clause. The clause seeks to bring cure to those
who require it. T believe that the vast majority
of men and women-in Western Australia are gndd
men and women, that purity of mind ia as strong
now as ever it was. The clause will give to the
only man who should have the right the oppor-
tunity of exercising bis specialised knowledge
and his official power to cure disease. Naturally
every mother wishes to protect her children.
But the provision in the present Act does not
give a mother full opportunity of doing this. It
will be different under the clause. Let me give
a specitic oase, showing the difference. A certain
mother went to a dogtor and said that her daughter
was bevond contrpl, that she.was out every night
with men and did not return till late, The mother
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added, “T am positive from her appearance, and
from examinstions of her underclothing and bed-
clothes that she is suffering from a disease, and
I as her mother want to protect her.” Do hon.
members wish to eee that daughter remain unpro-
tected * Khould we not give that mother a chance
to protect her deughter ¥ I want the mother to
be able to say to the Commissioner that she ** has
reason to believe ” and not, as under the present
Act, have to declare that “she knows ** a certain
thing.

Mr. Muonsie: But she could report that case
under the existing Act.

Mr. FOLEY : She could not. Under the present
Act she must sign a statement that her daughter
is suffering from venereal trouble. But the nfther
cannot say that positively, although she has every
reason to believe it. She could not sign & state-
ment.

Mr. Pilkington: Of course she could sign a
statement.

Mr. Munsie : Why should she not ?

Mr. FOLEY : Becauso she must bo able to say
positively that the daughter is snffering.

Mr. Pilkington : The woman in that case you
mentioned could have signed that statement.

Mr. FOLEY : She could not, because she did
not examine her daughter, and so she could not
say positively “1 know.” In consequence of
t}'lii@ the doctor was prevented from treating that
girl. :

Hon. T. Walker : If that is your case it is very
feehle.

Mr. Munsie : She could have signed a statement
if she wanted to do so. I say she did not want to
protect her daughter.

Mr. FOLEY : The Act provides that she must
be able to state definitely that she knows her
daughter is suffering, The clause will give us
what is required to meet such a case. Here ia
another case: A girl was brought before the
Children’s Court and charged with stealing a
small sum of money. The female attcndant at
the Court had that girl under her charge over
night, and from an examination of her under-
clothing and bed clothes, discovered, to the best
of her belief, that the girl was suffering fram
venoreal trouble. But because she did not posi-
tively know it, she was not in & position to say
definitely that the girl was suffering. She could
not report the case, and so the Commissioner was
poweriess to treat the girl. It is because I want
to see the Commissioner given this power that I
desire an amendment of the existing law. In
1915 I was of opinion that the law should be even
mots drastic than it is at present, and I voted for
the existing law.

Mr. Munsie : Was that Bill ever before a party
meeting ?

Mr. FOLEY : 1 would sooner cut my throat
than give away anything that happens at a party
meeting.

Mr. Munsie : You are leading the public to be
lieve that this was before the party, which you
know to be a deliberate lie.

Mr. FOLEY : I take exception to the remark
of the hon. member.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Leonora

takes exception to that remark,

Mr. Munsie: I withdraw,

Mr. FOLEY: I aceept the withdrawal. Neo
further proofs are needed thet something more
drastic is required than is now provided in the
Act. The member for North-East Fremantle
said that if & girl was had up, but was gubsequently
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proved to be innocent, she would have no redress.
I would point out that nnder other Acts of Parlia-
ment people have little redress.

Hon, T. Walker : In the case of malicious prose-
cution you have your remedy in a court of law.

Mr. FOLEY : Yes. All the arguments against
the amendments to the Act ars based on malice.
How depraved must be the minds of people when
they think that there is malice behind everything
that is done ? The best of our semi-public men and
women in the State do not apeak of malice. Those
who do harp on the question of malice should not
be taken any notice of in this matter. I would point
out, too, that there ia a place for the treatment of
this disease, and further on in the Bill provision ia
made for detention warda. The member for
North-East Fremantle also eaid that any gicl,
who was known to have had to report, would be
ruined forever in the district in which she lived.
My retort is that if a woman who ia suffering from
the diseaso is brought under the notice of a doctor,
and cured in this way, much more good than
harm would resuit. Then again, there is all this
talk about innoeence, and ib 18 suggested that it is
a crime for anyone to have this disease. I would
rather use the word *‘ unfortunate,” as applied
to those wha have the disecase. If & girl Is not
fortunate enough to be free of this disease, I con-
tend that she would be settled to a greater ex-
tent if she was not treated, than she would be if
malicious statements were made about her. I
pin my faith to a greater extent upon Australian
authoritiecs who are dealing with the discase, than
I do upon medical advice coming from other
countries. If a pemon is affected, I do not re-
gerd him as a culprit but as a victim. Our duty
ghould be to see that such a vietim is cured. We
also want an opportunity of putting the seientifie
knowledge, that thesc doctors profess to possess,
into practice, and because I believe that by the
carrying of the clause this ean be done I intend
to vote for it. We are only dealing in this Bill
with the disease, after it has heen found to have
hean contracted by anyone, and if anything is done
to bring forward legislation for the prevention of
the digense I ghall be glad to support it.

Mr. TROY: I support the amendment. I
feel that this clause strikes at the most delicate
susceptibilities of any person, who is unfortunate
cnough to be reported to be a victim of the disease.
An ordinary charge laid against & person publicly
cannot apply in the same way as a charge made
against the purity of women, or even the purity
of men, T cannot understand the gross manner
in which people can 80 arrange for the treatment
of the subject, as if it was the treatment of an
ordinary case, in a eriminal court. We are dealing
with the subject as if there was no such thing in life
as purity, or gentleness, or delicagy. Purity and
delicacy are the most necessary things in the
whole of our social aystem. I do not believe that
there will be any propaganda of malice, or that
men &re not chivalrous and manly, or that women
are not gentle and good. But I believe that in
every community there are certain individuals
whao are capable of slandering and traducing the
characters of other people who may, by that means,
been ruined for life. Hon. members discuss this
matter in a detached manner, as if they wers
really dealing with somebody else altogether,
whereas everyone in the community is concerned.
Let ua suppose the cese of the daughter of any
of us here who might be subjected to degradation
under the powers conferred by this Bill, and al.
though she might be over so guiltless and pure,
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and revered by her people, she would still be dragged
to this inquiry and her feelings outraged.

The Minister for Works: Do you think there
would be an ebsence of delicacy in dealing with
any case ?

Mr TROY: There iz something in human
nature which is 5o delicate that no man or woman
has a right to intrude. This is not & commonplace
matter with thousands in our community, I am
glad to say.

The Minister for Works : And the discase is not
& commonplace matter,

Mr. TROY : These women are to be called
to an investigation and are to be submitted
to the utmost degradation,

Mr. Harrison: All for the protection of tho
general community.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 p.m.

Mr. TROY : 1 am putbing myself in the place
of individuals in the community and I am no
more entitled by my vote to allow that to be done
to anyone else which I wonld not allow to be done
to myself. As the results which have followed
the administration of the existing Act have been
successful, we might continue the administration of
that Act for a further term. I am regarding the
matter as if it had been brought to my home and
the purity and delicacy of my family had been
outraged. I do not know what I would be capable
of doing under the ecircamstances, and therefore
I am not gonig to permit it to be done to anyone
else. Our gocial fabric depends upon the purity
of our men and women. We have no right to
intrude upon their delicaey of feeling and T am going
to deny the right of any individual to do so. It
ig said that it is highly improbable that any person
in the community will lay a charge against a
woman. I am not going to say that men arc not
chivalrous and women are not pure, but there arc
gections of the community who may be actuated
by jealousy or other motives, to lay charges and
there is no penalty provided for any person who
may lay such a charge. How often do we read
in the papers, public apologies by men and women
because they have scandalised the name of &
neighbour 7 In my opinion this amendment
invades the purity and delicecy of our social life.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: You are going to
allow & dirty old strumpet to scatter diseage ?

Mr. TROY : That dirty old strumpet was not
always 80,

Hon. R. H. Underwood : But she is dissemin-
ating tho discase.

Mr. TROY: Her delicacy and purity was
violated and outraged and she became common.

Hon. B. H. Underwood : And you give her the
right to distribute the disease.

Mr. TROY: Once we invade the delicacy
and purity of womenkind we destroy everything
that 15 beat and desirable.

The Minister for Works : Wo want to deal with
those who have lost all delicacy.

Mr. TROY: I view this matter in the way
in whioh it would affect my own home, and |
realiso that other men’s homes are as sacred
as mine. Mr. Speaker gave us some interesting
information regarding the provalence of this
disease and the operation of the olinics, but his
gpeech was a justification of our attitude.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: Do not forget that
private doctors have also been treating many
oages and that the medical officers of the Stato
have also been attending them.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TROY : Mr. Speaker showed that by free
tresttuent good results had been obtained. Some
members have claimed that under the Bill there
is no chance of publicity. We cennot secure
absolute security under any conditions. I do not
suggest that members of the board would wilfully
advertise the fect that a certain man or woman
was sufforing from a disease but in Perth a great
many people know one another and some of the
leading citizens might be on the committee and
they might know the name of the person. There
cannot be secrecy at the night clinics because
those who are paying a visit to these olinics sce
one another. I am prepared to go so far as to
ollow any person who has contracted & discase
frompanother to report that person, but secrotly.
I do not know how the Commissioner is poing
to find out how the statement is true unless he
makes an cxamination. The signed statement
ig a protection and that is a8 far as I am going.

The MINISTER FOR WORXS: There seems
t0 be a consensus of opinion that something should
be done, because the diseasc exists, but the signed
statement does not convey any safety. If the
Commissioner has reagon to believe that a person
is suffering from a disease and he has satisfied
himself that the statement made to him is correct ;
and if he has reason to believe that somecthing
is wrong, in the interesta of the community, it is
right that he should take the steps intended. So
far as the signed statement is concerned, there
have been porsons who have found themselves
infeeted but they would not sign the statement.
A man or & woman who will make a verbal state-
ment as to another person and is not prepared
to go the full hog and sign that statement is not
worthy of credence in any shape or form, and
I have no time for cither & man or woman, who,
having done harm to another, is not willing to
rectify the damage done. This is not only a menace
to the individual but to tho whole nation. The
experience gained pince the Act has been in opera-
tion showe that there are improvements and
amendments necessary, in order to allow the
working of the Act to bo made complete. This is
not a matter to be treated on party lines and
any member who desires to treat it on party
lincs is not worthy of a seat in the House. When
there i3 a national peril the best that iz in us
should be given to get rid of it. The unfortunate
class of women requires from us the largest measure
of consideration that we can give. There is
o, great amount of depravity in the human race,
in men as well a8 in women : and no safeguard
will entirely obviate the tittle tattle that destroye
reputations. It is the easiest thing in the world
to cast a slur upon & person’s reputation. Bub
we are faced with the fact that we have a large
number of men and women who, unfortunately,
by reason of disease, constitute a menace to the
community. If the semi-publicity which has
been rteferred to thia evening can be prevented,
that ought to be done. There is no need to enter
into details as to these diseases. We are persuaded
that the danger exists, and it iz out duty, as trusteca
for the State, to do the best that is in us to over-
come the evil. For my part, I have little faith
in the signed statement, because in many cages it
will not be brought forward in such bona fide
cireumstances as might be wished. Further,
the requiring of the signed statement will prevent
many matters from being dealt with by the Com-
missioner that ought to be dealt with by him.
As regard malicious people, the signed statement
will not alter their unhappy nature. If they wish



[12 Aprn, 1918,

to do harm te a man er a woman, they will do
it,and probably in such a way as to eseape detection.
I have a wife and a daughier. and 1 hope—if
I may be permitted to say it —that all men respect
their wives and daughters as | respect mine.
But if we feel that any possible danger to our
wives and danghters weighs with us in considering
this question, we are taking too narrow o view,
The boys at the Front are lighting for our safety ;
and we have to fight for the safety of the men and
women and children of this State. | rejoice that
the women arc taking such an intcrest in this
matter, although I would rather that they were not
present here. [ would rather thoat the women
discussed these matters among themselves, and
then let us have their conerete suggestions,

Mr. ANGELG: L refrained from taking part
in the second reading disenssion because [ desired
to hear the arzuments of members for and agningt
the measure. | have carcfully read the evidenco
taken by the seleet committee of another place,
and have followed the diseussion in the newspapers,
The crux of the measure is the highly controversial
cluuse now before the Committee. [ can ap.
precinte the danger from the spread of these foul
discases. Tho able speech the Honourable the
Speaker, whe iy also Chairman of the Perth Public
Hogpital and thus has special knowicdge of the
aubject, was absolutely convincing on that aspeet.
At the same time, this clause does leave a chanco,
though a remote one, of 2 malicious persen humiliat.
ing an innocent man or woman or youth or girl.
The member for Perth made a valuable contric
butivn to the general deabte, and suggested a
certain remedy. That remedy, [ consider, should
Lo sdopted to the fullest extent. But I can
follow the member for Perth no further. He
wished the remedy to take the place of this regu-
lation. | consider the remedy should run cun-
currently with the activities propesed by this
Bill, { de not think we newl hother about any
menace to the men of the cHrmmunity from the
Lill,  But it is a very different thing in the case
of wir women foll, They must be considered in
this matter, and their views must be carcfully
weighed. So far os I can gather, about half
the women are in favour of this clause, and about
half against it. RBeing unsatisfied with what T
have learnt from the varivus arguments, I con-
sidered it my duty to obtain my wife’s opinion
on this matter. She is an clector, and she has
three daughters who, being above school age,
would all be subject to any menace which might
lic hidden in the wording of this clause. I went
thoroughly into the matter with my wife, and
pointed oub to her the grave danger of the clause.
This was her reply : “ I am satistied there ia o
terrible menace to the community in this disease,
and that tho menace must be removed as soon
ag possible. [ also realise the danger of the clauso
and that, perhaps, being the wife of 2 member of
Parliament who has at times to come into conflict
of opinien with many others, [ and such as I might
be in greater danger than other wives. But we
have our duty to the State. What nre our noble
sisters doing in France ¥ “To nurse our wounded
soldiees they are risking their lives and indeed their
henour behind the fighting lines.  Surely if our
sisters are doing that it i8 not asking too much
of the women of Western MAustralia to run this
risk in order to clear out this terrible scourge from
our midst.” At the same time we must do what
we can to minimise the danger. Later T intend
to move an amendment which I trust will have
some ¢ffeet in this direction,
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lion. T. WALKER : The object of the amend-
ment is simply Lo pestare the Bill to itz eriginal
form in respect of putling responsibility on the
maker of an accusation against another.  Most of
the debate has beon beside the point.  Nabody
desires to see the disease spreading or the risks
inereased, or that the disease should not be stamped
out if poessible. The position taken up by the
supperters of the amendment is that the proposal
in the Bill is not going to stamp it out,

Hon. R. H. Underwond : That position has not
been put up yet.

Hon, T. WALKER : 1t has been conveyed in
almost every apeech made in support of the amend.
ment. It is the point 1 am taking. Instead of
asgisting in the ecradicading of the disease the
provision is going to create other evils in the
community which in their moral effect will be
almost equally disastrous. It will ereate hypoerisy
amtl sneakishness.  There is an exaggeration of the
number of venereal cases throughout the com-
munity. That the disease is wide-spread, virmlent
nnd dangerous, must be adwitted, but we ahould
by caveful thet we du not exaggerate the conditions
of affairs, This kind of hysterical legislation

Hon, R. H. Underwood :  Was that of 1915
hysterical ? .

Hon. T. WALKER : Tn 1915 the hon. member,
coming fresh from the doctor who is behind him,
a8 his mouthpicce, practically brought that Bill
directly from the doctor to this Chamber ; and
unfurtunately the doctor’s view, as cxpressed by
the Minister, was acceptod almost without
criticiam.

Hen, R. H. Underwood :  You know that is not
correet.

Hon. T. WALKER : Much was taken for grant-
ed. The attitude of the Chamber was seen in the
striking fact that when the danger was pointed
out by & doctor in another place of giving to inform-
ants power without responsibility, this Chamber
immediately fell into line and adopted that recom-
mendation from another place. One would think
we were in the «days of Matthew Hopkins once
more, hunting witches. We are inviting accusa-
tions and information about the vices and the
discases of others.  We are inviting all our citizens
to beeome scoret spies upon each other. It is
going to degenerate the moral chamcter of the
whole of the community. 1 can conegive nothing
nore immoral. There are in the lives of some men
and some women stages when they cannot help
becoming false accusers of others. The Com-
niittee is beginning at the end, and is putting o
blister on the wound instead of getting down to
its foundation, and stopping and checking the
discase by rmtional, intelligent, and scientific
methods.  Provision should be made for educat-
ing the whole public upon sex matters, and upon
these diseases. The danger that exists would
then e known to all, and we should arm ourselves
with the means of mecting it and preparing for
it. If there are people whe, through the per.
versity of their moral natures, arc determined to
make accusations sgainst their felluws, if they do
moke such false accusations, they should take
the responsibility for so doing.  That is the sole
objeet of the amendment.  1s that not consistent
with an honest desire to get rid of the disease ?
No person should e allowed to take a sceret and
malicious advaniage of a fellow citizen. I am
surprised to hear the contradiction in mood, on
the patt of the Minister for Works, when speaking
on this subject. At first he endorsed the amend-
ment, but before he hoadd finished, he woas com.
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pletely over on the other side nf tho fence. Ap-
parently we have not a sullicient nomber of in-
formers to enable us to get all the cases, hug, T
submit, we never will have them cven if we pass
this measure, There is to he a sort of police over
the life of every woman, girl, boy and man in the
community and there is to be a fecling generated
in the community that cveryone is liable at any
moment to receive o letter from the Commis-
sioner commanding him or her to come up for
examination. No one can feel safe that there will
not be someone in the community who will not
convey false information to the Commissioner.

The Minister for Works : The Commissioner has
to be convinced.

Hon. T. WALKER : I expected that. That is
harped wpon by everyone. T want to show the
childishness of the previsions that are made for
getting these notifications issued.,  They are not
worthy of an intelligent Assombly such as this.

The Minister for Works : The (omunissioner
must have reason to belicve.

Hen, 1. WALKER . Tirst of all he was to be
eonvinced, and now he is have “ reason to be-
ligve.”

Hon, R. H. Underwood :
convinced,

Hon, T. WALKER : I was simbly quoting the
Minister for Works. If this great principle for
the salvation of the people of Australis is to be
represented by the vulgarity of the Honorary
Minister, who has introduced it, then it should be
sufficicnt to deter us from accepting it.

Hon. R. H. Underwood : I it approached the
indelicacy of your last speech, I would leave.

Hon. I WALKER : There was no indelicacy.
It is an alleged indelicacy which has kept us from
frankly and fully discussing this subject for ycara
past, and has led to this Frenvied hystieria upon
the subject.

The Minister for Works : Take it 85 * reason to
believe,”

Hon. T. WALKER: What means has he to
procure that reason to heliove ?

The Minister for Works : Information must come
to him in some way.

Hon. T, WALKER : From people who have not
the courage to back it up by signing their names.
It is hearsny cvidenco when it reaches the Com-
missioner.

The Minister for Works: It may bo hearsay
cvidence from a signed statoment.

Hon. T, WALKER : But in a signed statement
there is some redress, and the wrongdeer can be
brought to justico.

The Minister for Works: If you catch him,

Hon. T. WALKER : This gives ua no chance
of gotting him. Tt is scereey from the beginning.
Without baving any more evidence, if the Com-
missioner hay reason fo believe he can carry this
seoret information to a committee. If the Com-
migsioner has reason to believe that should he the
end of it, for he is the policeman and the head
inyuisitor. The committee consists of two ladies
and a gentleman. There is no one really interested
in the matter there. The Commissioner has simply
to submit the same shect of paper, which may or
which may not he false, to the committee, and they
pro through the farce of reading that paper and
listening to his story. If they like, they can then
go to the vote on what has already given the Com-
missioner reason to belicve that so and so has or has
not got the disease. They then come to a conelu-
sion, hut the Commissioner must not vote. When
the gommittee have come to their conclusion, the

He noever was to he
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Commissioner goes back, and the notice is sent
to the party to be examined. Could there be any-
thing more nonsensical or stupid ¥ The com-
mittee i3 no safeguard to the publie and does not
protect anyone. It leaves everything open to the
false accuser, who cannot be reached by any means,
"Thera ig & sort of megalomania possessing our young
medical authority in this State. He wants more
and more kudos, moro and more of the limelight,
and more and more power, and if we give him the
power proposed in the Act that veey thing will in
itseH be a danger to the stamping ont of the disease.
He is becoming ubiquitous in his functions and
labours. Only the other day we found that other
duties were given to him to perform. Tt is interest-
ing to know that when Dr. Hope was Commissiuner
of Health, Principal Medical Officer, and Super-
intondent of Vaccination, Dr. Atkinson carried
out the duties of Medical Officer of Health, and
Dr. SBhearman those of pathologist and bacteriolo-
gist. With the retirement of Dr. Hope Dr
Atkinson was placed in charge and he became
Commisgioner of Health, Principal Medical Oficer,
Superintendent of Vaceination, and Medieal Dficer
of Health. Dr, Shearman has now resigned and
that department adds further varicty to D
Atkinson’s hours in the sphere of pathology and
bacteriology. With rogard to the clouse, there are
some women who would rather go to their grave
than discloso the fact thnt they were discased in
the manner suggeated. Tailing that, they would
change the locality of their homes and seck other
friends and go smongst strangers, so that they
might hide the possibility of discovered shame,
We are running the risk of driving the discase
further into new places in the effort to give more
suthority to one department in the State. We
have it from the Speaker that what can be done
in the way of cure wnd prevention iz not known.
We have only learnt in this House since the de-
bhate commented, that Dr. Atkinson himself has
been delivering lectures on the subject of vencreal
discases and has been making known these facts
to the few who have had the privilege of hear-
ing him,

Hon. R. H. Underwoord: Took on your desk
and turn up his report.

Hon. T. WALKER : Some of us have lcarnt
that, only eince the dohate has taken place here.
I trust we shall not he carried away with & sort of
witch-hunting, heresy-hunting, or disease-hunting
desire, for they all belong to the same kind of
mania which has taken possession of a cerbain
gecbion of the community.

Mr. PILKINGTON : 1 support the amondment.
In view of some of tho observations from the
Minister for Works to-night and on a former
occasion I should like to say that we ought to
be gratificd that membera of the other sex should
attend in this Chamber and take an interest in the
quostion before us. So long as they are here,
a8 I know they are, because they tako a serious
and earnest interest in the matter, and in the
rooting out of this cvil and T think we may ho
assurcd that any woman who exhibits the tendency
and interest necessary to listen to the debate in
this House must indeed be in earmest. It wos
suggested by the member for Leonora that there
was a legal difficulty in getting the signed statement
provided “for in the Act of 1915, and he instanced
the case of a mother who had strong reasons for
supposing her daughter to be suffering from one
of these diseases, and he alleged that it waa im-
posaible for that motherito sign such a statement.
The law has often boen called an ass, but I have
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never yet heard it called n ' blithering ™ idint,
and when the member for Leonora suggests that
the person who signs such a statement must be in
a position to say, < 1 myself of my own knowledge
allege that so and g0 i suffering from a disease”
ho makes the Act perfectly futile. The Act
provides that the statement must be ** is suffering
from disease,” The hon. member knows that
overy criminal charge commences by a similar
statement. The proseeutor says so and so has
committed a orime, and we all know what is
meant by such a statement. Wo know that it
means that a person who makes the statement
has proper grounds for being cunvinced of the
truth of what he says. If the member were correct
in his interpretation which he puts on the Aet,
then that mother under no circumstancey could
sign such a statement. Tt would mean this that
no person could sign such a statement exeept a
modical man who had examined the pationt.
A signed statoment i3 o statemeot that can ho
made by any person who has a moral certainty
which is suflicient to warrant the laying of a crim-
inal charge. It is no good wasting time proving
there is an evil, There is an evil and it is hardly
conceivable that there is anybody who is not in
favour of doing anything that will get rid of it.
The question i3 what is the remedy ¢  The member
for Kanowna pointed out that the remedy pro-
posed would not be effectual. I was surprised
that the Minister said that it had never been
suggested before. It has becn suggested many
times and once by mysclf. The point is, is this
going to bo effectual. If T bolieved that the remedy
proposed was going to root this evil out and put
an end to venereal disease, I would be in favour
of it, but what is going to happen ? We want to
gob the patients to the medical men but this form
of legislation will not do it. The cflect on the
ordinary man is this, he knows there is & public
department looking out for him to grab him
and to try and cure him., This man is afraid of
this malady being made public and the more
drastic we moke the Act the more we drive the
man away. We shall drive these people into the
hands of the quacks. Tho Minister for Works
says we ought to do something. That is o sort of
salve ; we may pass a Bill which canses dameage,
which instead of ameliorating the evil, increases
it. It is & contomptible thing to pass an Act
of that sort. Tt is a mean thing to salve one's
conscicnoe like that. It is no mere sentimontal
objection when one remembers what it would
mean to & woman to receive from a publie depart-
ment & notification which in effect would read,
“1 have reason to beliove, in my capacity as
a public scrvant, that you are suffering from a
foul disease. Cio to a doctor and get a certificato
saying that you are not, and send it to me.”
That, I submit, is the deepest humiliation to which
a woman could be subjected. Tt isnot sentimental :
it is real. Some hon. members have told us that such
a thing as malice hardly exists, and that we need
not entertain any fear of the malicious use of the
weapon which this clause asks us to put into the
hands of all and sundry. But the courts have
heen full of actions for malicions prosecution,
malicions slander, malicious libel, malicious injury
to person, malicious injury to property—malice
in any and every shape and form is a daily mani-
festation. I wonder those hon. members did
not tell us that human nature had now hecome
so perfect that immorality had entirely ceased
and therefore legislation of this kind was quite
unnecessary.  Now, here is a proposed protection
of the individual againat the Commissioner in the
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form of an advisory committee. T have not the
slizhtest doubt that the Commissioner will admin.
ister this Aet with the utmost eare and the utmost
zeal and the utmost competency. Tt is not the
('ommisioner personally T am speaking about
when 1 object to this elause.  But the information
coming hefore him will be an ex parte statement.
Why, if one heam the presecution, and the pro-
secutinn only, one is convinced fhat the defendant
is guilty. And the Commissioner is going to hear
only onec side of the case—the case against the
suspected person. Tn a few cnses, of course, he
will find some reason for doubting the charge ;
but in the majority of cases would he not be in
the same position as we are all in if we hear only
one side of the ease ¥ Of course he would he.
The suggestion of an advisory committee secmy
to me the most fatuous suggestion ever put for-
ward. For my part, T would rather leave the
matter entirely in the hands of the Commissioner,
who is, apparently, prepared to take the respon.
sibility of the position, and the whole weight of
anything going wrong. Tt is better that the
Commissioner should have the whole responsi-
bility on his shoulders than that we should pretend,
or that he should pretend, to shuflle it on to the
shoulders of a board. Besides, the Commissioner
is to be chairman of the hoard, and is to bring before
the board the case which has already eonvinced
himself. The board is a sort of subterfuge,
apparently, to limit the evil which the clause can
do. T earnestlv hope that, if this Bill passes, it
will pass without the institution of this fatuons
board.

Hon. IR, H, UNDERWOQOD: Hon. members
have traversed a good deal of ground in discussing
this clause. On the onc hand we have been told
that it has been demonstrated that this lepislation
will not be effective. On the other hand it has
been said that the legislation already on our
statute-book has proved mest effective.  One hon,
member even said that very little legisiation
ever was cflective or ever attained its end. Mem-
bers agree that it is desirable to stamp venereal
discase out of our community. I am anxious to
listen to any suggestion tending in that direction.
But very few suggestions have been offered. We
have had a suggestion from the member for Perth,
whoe quoted from an English magazine, and in
doing so reminded me of & remark of Carlyle's.
Someong repeated to Carlyle the saying that
“man is an animal looking before and after ™
whereupon Carlyle remarked " The more iz the
wonder he does not look around him a bit.”
Had tho hon. member looked around him, he would
not have needed to go to an English magazine
for that information as to o preventive. The
Commissioner of Public Health recommended that
proventive in a lecture delivered at & church
confercnce held in Perth on the 19th March,
1917 : and T have the report of his lecture here,
He dealt with the subject much more coneisely
and much hetter than the English magazine treats
it. Tn closing the second reading cdebate T stated
that T would not object te a clause dealing with
tf e matter of a preventive heing intraduced into the
Bill if sueh a clause conld be drawn, T do not
sce how such a clause coull he introduced into the
Rill.

Mr. Pilkington :
at all.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD : T am convinced
that the remedy is not effective, and T personally
regard it as somoething almost repulsive. T consider
Sir Bryan Donkin’s article in the “ Nineteenth
Century " is totally spoiled by his postscript. He

No such clause is necessary



1404

says that the remedy will wipe out vencreal disense,
arul that no other remedy is needed. That stuff
has been used in the British Army and in the
Rritish Navy for the last 15 vears; aml yet in
the postseript to which T have referred, Sir Brvan
Donkin allows Miss Rout to sny that one-third of
the Australian, New Zealand. and Canadian soldicrs
are suflering from vencreal disease—thus proving
that the preventive is not cffective. In any case,
there is no reason whatever why that preventive
shuuld not be used by those whe care to use it.
There is no reason why those who eare to advoente
it should not advecate it. [ do not advocate it,
although the Commissioner for Tublic Health
does.  The member for North-Bast Fremantle
put up the main case against the clause, and the
other speeches have heen largoly repetition.  The
hon. member snys we have given no reason for the
amcndment. The rcason has been stated by
the Commissioner, who has been administering
the principal Act.  MHe assures me, and is prepared
to asswre any member of this Committee, that
he knows, ag far as n man can know apart from
actunl examination, of people who to-day are
suffering from vencrenl disease, but whom, owing
to the requirements of the signed statement,
he eannot compel to undergo treatment. The
learned member for Perth, of course, says he ean.
No doubt o lawyer may find a way to defeat an
Act of Parlinment, but one hardly expecls o
physician te achicve that. Suppose the Com-
missioner put the law into force and went into
court. T will undertake to say that if 6he defendant
—if one may calt him a defendant—got the member
for Perth to defend him, that hon, member would
at once raise the objection that no signed statement
had been obtained.

Mr. Pilkingbon: Of course the Commissioner
must have a signed statement. I never said that
he need not have o signed statenient.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD : No matter what
the Commissioner knew, he must have 3 signed
statement. That is the point. He has yuoted
actual cases. There i3 the caso of the young girl
on whose hedclothes there were found, in the
morning, stains which in 95 cases out of 100 indicate
venereal disease, And yet, in the swhsence of the
signed statement, he ¢ould not have the girl ex-
amined.

Mr. Pilkington :
statement ?

Hon. R.H. UNDERWQO0 : From whom would
he get it ?

My, Pilkington : From the person whe knew of
the stains.  From you, if you knew of them.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD : M did not got
the certifieate heeause the person would not sign.

Mr. Foley : Heoar, hear! Rightly so,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : Why would not
the person sign the statement I am sorry to be
compelled to ge into details. There is & certain
discharge which in 93 cases onl of 100 is the result
uf venercal disease. The other five per ecnt. may
not be venereal ; and the person who in sueh a case
signs a statement alleging vencreal disease has no
chance of a get-out.  Unce he signs to an alleg-
ation of vencreal discase. he i linble and his name
must he given.  ‘I'hat is the reason why peeple will
not sign.

Mr. Pilkington : They are not liable.

Hon. R, H. CNDERWOOD : What protection
have they 2.

Mr. Pilkington :
honestly donc.

Why did hoe not get a signed

They are not liable if it is
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD : In that case, let us
strike out the signml stalement and insert Lhe
miendiment  propoged by the member for Gas.
covne. which would ment the requirements eqnally
well. If it iz done knowingly awd wmalicicusly,
the informant should be punished.  Tf hon. ment-
bers knew of any man suffering fromy the discase,
it would he their duty to see that he was treatod.
But when there is & statement to be signed. people
will not do it, but say, * Let somebody clse doit.”
I'hat is why we do not get the signed statement.
Whu are going to supply the information 7 Mostly
those who have contracted the disease. Let ns
consider the Commissioner of Public Health.
The medical profession is probably the highest in
the world, Tis members are taught to respect
the confidence of their paticnts. When sclocking
a Chiel Justice, we select the ntost reputable mon
in the legal profession. By the same reasoning
when we seleet a Commissinner of Public Health,
we seleet the mast reputable man in the medical
profession.  Thevefure, when it comes to dealing
with a question of this nature, we have the best
man in the State for the purpose. Whoover, ot
any time, is Commissioner of Public Health will
Iie o reputablo man in his profession, which is the
highest and best in the world, The Bill says that
when the Comntissioner has reasom to  beliove,
he can do certain things. We may rest assured
that he will have good reason to believe before he
acts, Some members have told us what they
would do if the thing happened to any of their
people. Tt is not likely to happen, for the Com-
missioner would be very particular in his inquiries ;
and when an accusation is made against 3ome per-
son in less desirable circumstances than the wives
and sisters of members of Parliament, the Com-
miggioner will be equally careful. Although the
provision suggested by the member for Hannans
is not in the clnusc, it would in practice be follow-
ed.  When any man went before the Conimis-
sioner and accused a woman of having the discose,
the first thing the Conmmissioner would ask would
he, “How dao you know ¥ and unless he could
answer that he bhad caught it from her, not much
notice woull be taken of his statement.  IE he said
that the meniber for Perth had told hiny, the Com-
missioner would say, “Well, acnd the member
for Perth along” It has heen said that the
lovernor’s dnughter could be examined on the
testimony of a burglar.

“Hon. W. €, Angwin : Someone said that Judge
Rooth's daughter could be examined on similar
testimony.

Hoen, R, H, UNDERWOQOD : Tho Commissicuer
would know what to say to the burglar,

Mr. Jones: Tt will not be the Governor's
dnughter, It will be the daughter of a man in
poor circumstances.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : It will not be the
Clovernor's daughter. nor the elergyman’s daughter,
nor the daughter of & member of Parliament ; but
whoever it may be, let us suppnse that the aczus-
ation is correct, and the suspect has the discase—
for it must he remenchered that it4s prevalent in all
classes of society. Flexner claims that in America
it is more prevalent among the rvicher clwsses than
apwong the poorer. For my own part, and on
hehalf of other poor people, I resent the hy pothesis
that the prevalence of the discase is duo to economie
conditions ; meaning that the ceonontic pressure on
the poor leads diveetly to this discase. L say that
is incorrect.

Mre. Jones: It is only too correct.
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Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: 1 say there is
as much of this disease right up to the Governor's
daughter as them is down to the navvy’s daughter,
and eyually ax much immorality, if illicit inter
coulzv iy to be called immorality.  The main thing
we have to diseuss in the Bill is that somchody
might come along and make a malicious statement,
Hon. members will agree that if a person has the
disease, the hest thing that ean be done for him
is to cure him.  This is not a question of eriminality,
or guilt, or right or wrong, [t is a yuestion of
curing a dangerous discase,  On the other hand,
take a person who has the disease, and refuses to
be cured. There are many such, and we must
have some means of getting at those people. How
can wo yeach those who will not Lbe cured ¥ The
member for Hannans sugpested thal we should
not allow any diseasced people to be cmployed in
the handling of food. We have the power in the
Hralth Act to prevent them being so employed,
but how are they to be prevented when we do nol
know that they have it ¥ And how are we to know
that they have it unless we have them examined ¥
If everyono went straight to a doctor, upon con
tracling the discase, we would not want this Bill.
The trouble is that they will not do this, but spread
the discase to others. Are we poing o allow
women to carry this disease about, and give it to
young men without pulting vut o hand to stop it ¢
At the Rockingham Camp there areat present 300
men, and 16 per cont. of these are from 18 to 20
vears of age. I do not know whal to say of the
man who would convey this disease Lo a woman,
but L do know of men who delight in deing this.

Alr. Munsie : We want a Bill which would intern
a man of that deseription.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD :
do that we have Lo eateh him,  With regard to
the amendments which appear on the Notice
Paper, I intend to accept both of them, the one
by the member for Gaseovne, making it a penal
olfence for anyone to knowingly give false informa-
tion, and the other by the member for Leederville,
to limit the operations of this clanse until July of
next year. .

Hon, W. {*. Angwin: | have another amewlment,
1 want to find uut who the malicious person i,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOGD 1 Weall profess that
we want to have thiy discase done away with
Members in opposition to the Bill have put up no
remedy at all. [ say, give this a trial for one year.
Lt it i3 no gootdl let it not be re-enacted. 1 would
remincl hon, members that a vigilance committeo
was appointed in 1915, This committee posted up
notices all over the State informing people that if
they came to any harm, heeause of the clanses of
the Health Act dealing with venereal diseases,
they would take up their case and see that they
were not persecuted.  The result was that there
was 1ot a single case of injustice which came umder
their notice.  They were as strong nzninst notifica.
tion in 1913, as they are in favour of the signed
statement {o-day. Notiiication has  not hurt
anyone yet, but under the Act many suffering
peuple have heen curerd.  We have heard a ereat
deal ahout innocent women who would be sub.
mitted to the indignity of examination. There is
a possible chanee of 8 woman being examined who
is free from the disease. Innocent people have
been hanged, and prohably this Inw will not work
out any more evenly than our eriminal law docs.
What is absolutely certain is that there will be
babes who, through this disease, will be born blined,
or with svphilis in their bloml, 1 ask anyone,
when dealing with the Bill, to remember these un-

Before we can
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Loin hahes, and remember the imbeciles at (lare-
mont, ] have scen babies blind ag the result of
gonorrhoen, and with the curse of syphilis in them
I would be better fur o score of innocent women
to be examined, than one syphilitic bahy to he
horn.

Mr. TEESDALE : A good deal of the discussion
which has arisen is due to what has appeared in
the papers. The ** West Austrslian = has done
more to work up the agitation than any other
agency that could ho mentioned.  Many of the
pevple run away with the idea that, because this
journal says zomething, it is important, whereas,
afler af), the opinions expressed are only those of
one man.  The editor may have & kink upon this
guestion, and  possibly  his opinion has no more
weizht than my own,  Whoover weote the article,
which appeared & fow days ago, knows very little
abuut the fearful ravages of ithe disease, | have
seen frightful results of it. 1 have seen children
in all stages, up to the time when their oyes have
burst as the result of gonorrhea infection.  Thesc
are innncent suflerers, boeause in most cases this
infection cuwne from flies. It is not gencenlly
known that the ily is 3 most certain souree of in-
fection, especially if the person attacked is a little
run down,  J have scen men far away, from any
medienl man, in a luathsome state because of this
disease,  In M7, there were treated 370 cises
of people belween the ages of 20 and 3. Suorely
that is sufficient te induee us to o semething o
put down the disease.  We have also 182 cages of
peoplo from 1 years of age to 20, What a nation
we shall beeome if some steps are not taken to deal
with this frightful scourge. What & nation shall
we be Hf we are to have our little boys and girls
yrowing up and perpotuating their syphilis-infected
specicd ¥ A number of cases are congenital, the
resnlt of ill-sulliciently cured cases on the part of
parrnts.

Hon, W. {. Angwin:
pereentage only.

Mr, TEESPALE : This is a shocking illustra-
tivn of parents’ corclessness and neglect, It s
enough to make the ehildren, when they are grown
up, to curse their nwn parcents, becanse they have
this rlivwase as a result of the rotten carelessness
and negleect on the part of their parents. We
have hon, mombers detracting from the doetermina-
tion of a lirst class man, like our Commissioner,
to put down this disease. 1t iz a shame to block
this expert, who is only antuated by the purest
methods, and a determination to leave us a clean
nation, and give Western Australia a pure child-
howdl.,  Everything depends upon our being heakthy.
Are we to allow this legacy of disease to he handed
town to future generations ¥ We shoulld at least
vive the Bill a 12 months' trial Lo sce how it works.
All that has been said about dragging unfortunate
and imocent girls up for examination is a scan-
dalous exaggeration. Nothing of the kind will
ever be done,  Everything will be' carried ont in a
strictly private manner. At the present time the
grealest seerccy i observed in conncetion with
these cases.  Private medical men never report
the names of the individuals suffering from the
tiscase ; they merely record the fact that & patient,
male or female, has been examined and give de-
tails withvut in any way disclosing the identity
of the individual. Tho police will have nnthing
whatever to do with the matter. The (ommis-
sioner explained that fully when giving evidence
befure the seleet committee, and it is not right
that that hogey should he continually helil up ot
the purpose of frightening the women fulk, Why,

T

hut represenis a small
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il the Criminal Code were put into foree in its
entirely wo would not he able to go oub into the
street. Is it thought for & moment that the Com-
migsioner will take advantage of the full powers
which will be given him ? Ho is bound to uxercise
discretion.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: You have not read the
Bill ; you are only reading the evidence.

Mr, TEESDALE : The Commissioner explained
in giving evidence that the only time when he had
oceasion 6o consult the police was when he asked
them to cndeavour to focate a man who had failed
to continue to report himsolf. This man was
regarded as o menace to the community, and as
he had not been heard of for the speeified period
of aix weeks, that ia to say, a3 he had failed to
continue medical treatment, the aid of the
police was sought. The poliee located the man
and informed the Commissioner, and then the
Commissioner communicated with the man.
Was there any publicity there ? I am sorry
to notice tho attitude of the churches, with per-
haps one or two cxceptions. [ am disappointod
to lind a dignitary like the Archbishep of Perth
taking up tho stand ho dud when giving evidence
befure the seleet sommittee.  He was asked whether
he woull allew & man or woman to continuc to
be a menace to the cummunity, because no one
would sign a statement, and his reply was that he
thought he would if that was tho only way in which
such o person could bo got a6, Then he was asked
whether he would rllow such a person to go at large
and ho said, ™ Yos, rather than run the risk, I
an a great believer in individual liberty.” The
Archthishop would aiflow a man who is a mass of
disease to remain at largo rather than suffer an
afiront. There was ne  justification whatever
for hon. members to paint pictures thoy did ahout
unforlunate girls who might be dragged from their
homes Lo undergo an examinalion, 1 know that in
some instances, if it were found that there was
nothing the matter, a woman would be glad that
she had had the opportunity, in the interests of
humanity, to show that there was nothing the
matter, and she would say that if that examination
was a benoft to others she was amply satistied.
Were the woman folk likely to dic of fright because
they might he expected to undergo an examina-
tion 7 Is it surh o fearful thing to ask a woman
to undergo o medical examination when thero jg,
a fear of this terrible scourge spreading It 1y
becomes hon. members to ridicule the Advisory
Board which it is proposed to appoint, because L
consider that women folk should be representod,
and they have a perfect right to be represented
by their own sex on such & board. I have o eui-
ficiently good opinion of women to know that they
will do their work honestly. T ask members to
allow (he signed statement to affect them, but to
give the Commissioner an opportunity of tosting
thig scheme, not with any idea that he will henefit
himself hut that he will benelit the State as a
whole, Ho is not doing this for his own glorifica.
tion. The Commissioner will exercise the greatest
cave in carrying out the extra power which is given

to him. We can leave the matter in his
hands with perfect eafety. There is &
goptleman  who  signs  himself M.  O'Connor,
ALD., writing in this morning's paper, and
he says *the question of morality does

not appear to concern the Government ; the ruin
of young girls i3 of no consequence. People may
be as immoral s they wish, in fact, thoy are almost
encouraged to be so, by being led foolishly to be-
liovo that they will be safe from contracting

[ASSEMBLY.]

venercal discase,” That is o serious thing for a
man ealling himaell a doctor to say. Then wo have
another slatement which says, ' Young men,
show your manhood not in risking its dangers
but in the exercisc of self-control, until the cloan
and wholesome association with a woman such as
you woullt have your mother and your sister bo,
is possible.”” That is the sort of thing that is
circulated thronghout the country, and in many
instances il is not contradicted, 1t is a lying
statement, and 1 belicve that 20,000 of theso
docnments have been circulated. T ask hon. mem.
bers to give the Commissioner a chance of carrying
out his scheme. .

Mr. PICKERING: Tho difficulty will he in
getting cvidence that will be satisfactory to the
Commissioner. I hesitate to do away with the
signed statement. I think the infornrer should be
made available to the person, hecause that is his
protection. Why should the informer he pro-
teetedl 7 Tf & man is mnking 2 scrious charge
againgt o womon that man should he made ro-
sponsible. 1t scems to me to be quite contrary
to the ordinary law. I should like te know what
position the country listricls are in.

Hon, W, €, Angwin:  The Commissioner can
delegate his power,

Mre, PICKERING : T object to the delegation
of power by the Commissioner. 1f one looks at
the reports of the law conrts one notices that they
are crowded with slander and libel cases. There
is a possibility of innocent women being dengged
up for oxamination, and therefore [ think they
should  be  protected. T shall vote for the
amendment moved by the member for North-East
Fremantle, and failing that, I shall vute for the
other amendments as they come along in Jue
course.  The Act to-day has dene very good wurk,
and I think it should be allowed to eontinue for
another yeoar. We may by that tinie bavoe no
necessity for the drastic amendment submitied
by the Minister.

Mr. FOLEY : I wish v refer to that portion
of the clause which would he affected by the carry-
ing of the amendment, The seckion of the prin-
cipal Act provides—

Whenever the Conimissioner has received a
signetl statoment, in which thero shall bo set
forth the Tull name and arldress of the informant,
stating that any potson is suffering from vencreal
lisrase— -

and 8o on, I know of a specific case whete a
mother had reason to belicve that her daughter
was suffering from. vencreal discase. She did not
know positively, beenuse she had not made an
examination, and morcover was not tualified to
make an examination. I am glad to think that 99
ninthers out of 1A in this State are cqually dis-
qualilied tu make such an examination, However,
the mother went te the Commissioner and told him
that she had reason to believe her daughtor was
suflering from wvencreal disease ;  and the Com.
misgioner wag powerless to help the mother, and,
under the law as it stands, he was powerless to
submit Lthe girl to an gXsmination.

Hon, W, O, Angwin : He was wrong.

Mr. FOLEY: I have suffigient confidence in
the gentleman holding the position of Comumnis-
sioner of Public Health to belicve that he took the
right view.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Surcly you would net put
the Commissioncr's legal knowledge against that
of the niember for Perth,

Mr. FOLEY : I would put the Commissioner's
knowledgo in this respect against the knowledge
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of the member for Perth. Besides, there is the
Crown Law Department. Had the Commissioner
not consulted the Crown Low Department, he
would not have been in a position to say what he
could do, and what he could not do under the
Act. Hia view is that he cannot take action on the
mere  'reason to believe® The member for
Perth said that in his opinion s commonsense
view would he taken of the matter. But what
counts is the interpretation which the legal minds
put upon legislation. There has been a great
deal of talk from the sentimental and sympathetic
point of view, Let us ocut that right out. But
atill, the member for Perth would have the mother
sign a Statement sgainst her daughter in order
to comply with the existing law. That would
really be compelling the mother to make a charge
agninst ber daughter, in order to have her daughter
treated. while not knowing whether the charge
was true or false. Under this elause it would be
sufficient if the mother informed the (‘ommissioner
that she had reason to believe that her daughter
was suffering. The mother was prepared to sign
such a statement.

Mr. Munsic: That would be all she nced do
under the existing Act.

Mr. FOLEY : No. The present Act requires
& definite statement that a person is suffering
from venereal disease. If the case is otherwise,
I am prepared to vote for the amendment. Bus,
80 far a3 my present information goes, I consider
the clause should pass as printed.

THE MINISTER FOR WOQRKS: I wish to
emphasise the point made by the Attorney Genernl.
I quote from the evidence given before the Select
Committec of another place hy Dr. Trethowan,
beginning at question 331—

There have been cases in which persons have
admitted that they are suffering, to the Public
Health Commissioner, but will not allow them-
selves to bo treated —Heo has no power to
compulsorily examine them, but should” have
the power.

Either on the word of a person who has been
infected or on the admission of the person who
is infected #—That is on the word of a person
who has been infeeted. If B is infected she
says “I got it from A." That ought to be
allowable. It should not be allowable, how-
ever, for C to say, “ I know that B was infocted
from A"

Thus, if & person who has contracted the discase,
and applics for treatment, makes a statemont
that ho or she contracted the disease, or believes
he or she contracted the disease, from a certain
person, that should be sufficient for the Commis-
sioner, But & statement by A7 that
“B” caught the disease from ~C" should not-
be accepted. I quite appreciate the motives
actuating hon. members in forming different
views of the clause, and I am pleased with the
discussion which has taken place. If hon. mem-
bers can take the view I have suggested, they
will feel that there need not be so much nervous-
ness a3 to0 passing the clause.

Mr. ROCKE : I consider that members on cither
gide might be credited with sincerity. Their
differences of opinion spring from diversity of view-
point. I intend to support the amendment be-
cause I believe that with the retention of the
words sought to be struck out the measure will
be, in ita application, one of the most vicious
nature. If the clause is passed, this will be the
only British community which will have adopted
the propesal of denying an accused person the
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right to be brought face to face with his or her
aceuser. If a man or woman will not put his
or her name to s statement, we can rest assured
that therc is something radically wrong. Not
much importance should then be attached to the
statement : in faet it should be regarded as an
act of malice. If & man is chivalrous, he wil
treat every woman as he would his own mother or
sister. I look for what is good in human nature,
and I find & lot of it, but I cannot close my eyes
to the fact that a good deal of malice exists. 1f a
raan were called vp to undergo an examination,
it would be humiliating enough, but & man can
get over such humiliation much quicker than o
woman, but if there should be any malicious intent,
that malicious intent will not be dirocted towards
men but towards women, towards the wife or the
daughter of the person ageinst whom the grudge
exists. I contend that it i3 & matter of impossi-
bility to preserve secrecy in connection with these
examinations. Then again it will not be possible to
keep the polico out of the investigations which
will have to be earried out. Members have shown
that the Act of 1915 has operated satisfactorly ;
Therefore why not let the operation of it con-
tinue, The Bill, if ecarried, will meke people
eriminals, because the poliee will b brought into it.
The subject has been so well debated that I do
not think sny more remains to be asid. I sin-
cerely trust that hon. mcmbers will not agree to
the clause, and that we shali be permitted to
give the 1915 Act o further trial.

Mr. MUNSIE : During the time Hon. . Tayior
was adressing the Committee, I agsked him to give
some reason as to why it was considered the 1915
Act had failed. He went into hysterics, but
did not produce any cvidence of failure. I asked
the member for Leonora to let us have a concrete
instance of failure, and he quoted the case of o
mother and daughter, and thon he took the member
for Perth to task because that hon. member sug-
gested that the mother could bave signed a state-
ment against the daughter, on which the doctor
could have taken action. I am with the member
for Perth in desiring that the existing Act should
be permitted to remain in force for a further
period. The Honorary Minister stated that a
good deal of capital had been made of the fact
that the present amendmment was poing to give
the Commissioner power to act, provided he had
reason to believe, and he asked how the Com-
“.iggioner was going to get that “ reason to be-
lwve,” Someone will make a statemont. The
first quesbion to be asked will be “ How do you
know ? " Then he told us that if the person
wag not infected, the Commissioner would not be-
lieve him.

Hon, R. H. Underwaod : Would you

Mr. MUNSIE: T do not think I would, Bus
how much further will the Commissioner go if
the amcnding Bill is carried” I am just as
anxious as any other hon. member to do every-
thing possible to eliminate the disemse, but no
good wiil come by doing away with signed state-
menta and resorting to the proposal contained
in the Bill. Thero will not be any more cases
brought to light for treatment.

Hon. R. H. Underwood : Give us a yeat's tcial.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Honorary Minister told
us that if & person made a complaint the strictest
inquiries would be made. Bet how will the
Commissioner make those inquiries? He has
sither to beliove the statement made to him or not
believe it.
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Hon. R. H. Underwood : He can make inquiries
through his health inspectors.

Mr, MUNSIE : There is only one way and that
is by examination ; the person so accused has
to be examined.

Hon. R. H. Underwood : Do you not think the
Commissioner ' will inquire as to the character
of the person?

Mr. MUNSIE : If T thought for a moment that
was going to inflwence him it would make me all
the more strongly opposed to the provision. In
this regard the highest in the land should be on
the samo footing as the lowest.

Mr. Johnston: If the health inspectors are
going to make inqguiries, that is a fresh danger,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The health ingpector haa
no right under the Bill.

Mr. MUNSIE: Suppose the amendment is
defeated, I understand hon. members will still
have the right to vote for or against the committes
being retained in regard to the inguiry ?

The CHAIRMAN: The only thing the Com-
mittee cannot do i3 to pgo back.

Mr. DRAPER: Does the amendment go be-
yond striking out the first few lines 7 T understand
it does not go to the extent of suggesting the worda
to be substituted.

The CHAIRMAN :
words be struck out,
will be substituted.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No. I have no words
to substitute for thoso I have moved to strike out.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I will support the amend.-
ment. I have listoned to a great deal of argnment,
but nothing has been said to convince me that
the clause ought to be passed zs printed. I think
we ghould retain the signed statement, and not
give the Commissioner power to act on a verbal
dtatement.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Free, secrst, adequate
treatment and night clinies have not boen tried
to the extent they should be. Nor has sufficient
publicity been given to the means available for
treatment. The night eclinics have done good
work already, even with the little publicity given
to the available treatment. The existing Act
hes ajready done good work, and if given a further
trial will eventually do the whole of the work
for which it was designed. We do not want
compulsion in the treatment of the disease, for
compuision will certainly drive the disease into
hiding. Judged by the evidence adduced before
the selest committee, it seems that what we want
is a school for parente, for it is lack of parental
contrel which is mainly responsible for the street
fspper, who, we are told, constitutes the chief
goutce of infeetion. I will support the amendment.

Mr. NAIRN: The clause is the Bill. I agree
that the Commissioner has been confronted with
gerious difficulties, mainty in regard to those
people who refuse to make signed statements.
I believe that no person should be harassed on
the verbal statement of another. There should be
ful] responsibility on the person propared to make
an accusation against another. It appears tha.t.
people are prepared, through malice, prejudice,
or fanaticism to make any sort of charge against
their fellowmen. We cannot overlook the Press
interview with Mr. McLeod, the ex-Victorian
Minister, published to.day. He says that
the statement previously published relating
to waitresses was nof uttered by him, but he is
unqualified in saying that several cases had come

nder his notice of men suffering from the disease
who had caused innocent girls, whe knew nothing

No, it is merely that the
Other words, of course,

[ASSEMBLY.]

about them, to contract it, and he had reason
to fear that in some cases the vilest charges had
been made through apite and malice. That is the
very thing we are afraid of. In our desire to rid
ourselves of this scourge we must see that we do
not bring about a greater misfortune and wrong
than exists at present. If a person is to be accused
falsely and this accusation is made public, we
shail be in & worse case than before. The person
who does that injury should come within reach
of the law. The Act might have been carried
out in o less elaborate manner. It might have
boen amended, so far as Section 242 is eoncerned,
to read that, wherever the Commissioner hes
received a signed statemoent, the person making
that signed statement should have reason to
believe that the statement he made is trus. That
would have given ample power to the Commissioner.
I cannot support the clause as it stands. My
fear is that we arc going to open the door to the
possibility of the admission of malice and spite,
and also the possibility of people who, from the
best of intentions, may make accusations against
their fellow peoplo which cannot be sustained.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : Tho hon. member
sanys that it is a common principle of British
justice that there must be a gigned statement.

Mr, Nairn: I said that the aecused must be
met by his acocuser,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : I would remind
hon, members that a policoman at 7s. a day, if
he has reason to helieve that a person has com-
mitted o folony, can put the handcuffs on him
and place him in geol. Where is the signed
statement now ?

Mr. Naitn : Is he not responsihle for so doing ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : Has the doctor
any responsibility ?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Commissioner is
asking for moro than he should get.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD : It i3 said that
Mr. McLeod is afraid that there have been cases
in which accusations have been falsely made.
We wired to the Health Department, Melbourne
{Dr. Robertson), to say that there was a

Keen controversy here, and that we would be
pleased to hear a fuller reply as to the operations
of their section regarding the treatment of al-
leged infected persons.

The reply was—

No case respectable woman accused by
infeected man known. Prostitutes have given
names of innocent women, thus causing trouble.

Here we come to the discretion of the Commissioner.
A prostitute makes an assertion to him, but if he
got a statement from any known prostitute he
would not act upon it.

Mr. Troy: Why not?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : Because he would
not have reasonable ground to believe,

Mr. Troy: Because she ia of that class ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: &8he would not
have any particular knowledge about these re-
spectable and innocent women. This, at all
events, proves that some prostitutes have been
trying to make trouble,

Mr. HARRISON: Had it not been for the
difficulty, which the authoritiee had in treating
this diseagse, we should not have had this Bill.
Are we in earnest in our desire to stamp out this
diseage ? The wuse of preventives would not
do away with it. Vital statistics were never more
needed than they are to.day. This disease is
handed on from generation to generation. The
Commissioner of Public Healtk, and the medical
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men of the State, should be best able to advise
tho Minister controlling the measure. I am
willing to back the Commissioner and the medical
fraternity of the State with my vote, and to
trust to the honour of the poople as to whether
they will be men and women, or whether they
will he thieves. I am going to vote for the clause
as it stands.

Mr, MONEY: I had not thought it possible
that the discussion on this clause could extend
over such a length of time. Cases have been
instanced where the discase exists, but where
the Commissioner has been unable to obtain a
signed statement. The Committee therefore has
to decide whethor a formality is to be insisted on
and the cases allowed to go untreated, or whether
the formality is to be dispensed with and the
cases to receive treatment. If we know that
discase exists, why should we not insist on its
being treated * It ought to be treated, irrespec-
tive of the signed statement, which has not the
extreme importance attached to it by certain hon,
members.  The signed statement could be made
by & mere dummy, and then acted on by the
Commissioner. If only for the sake of the cases
known to be in need of treatment, I shall vote for
the clause as printed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Safficient has heen
said to allow of & vote being now taken, but I
degire to thank the Speaker for the strong argu-
ment he put up in support of my amendment.
He has proved that the clinics established under
the existing Aot have worked aplendidly. But
before the Speaker makes another speech on this
subject, he should read the existing Act, when
he will find that it makes provision for detention
in hospitel. T am glad the Honorary Minister
has placed in my hands the papers which he
brought under the notice of the Committee, and
which purport to contradict certain statements
made by Mr, McLeod, formerly Minister for Public
Health in Victoria. Here is the telegram ad-
dressed to Dr. Robingon, of Melbourne, by our
Commissioner—

Kcen controversy here. Pleased hear fur-
ther lettergram as to operation your section
regarding treatment of alleged infected per-
sons.

The reply to that telegram reads—

No case respectable woman accused by
infected man known. Prostitutes have given
names of innocent women, thus causing trouble.

But the inguiry was sent on the 12¢h April, and
the telegram in reply was reccived in Perth on
the 11th April—it is post-marked the 1lth April
It is on that alleged reply the ©* West Australian ™
is to be charged with having published misleading
information.

Mr. Thomsen: You know there must be some
mistake. Is that the only argument you can
bring forward ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : T have stated the exact
position. The member for Rocbourne pleaded
hard with the Committee for the innocent children
suffering from venereal disease whom he had seen
by scores in the North.

Mr. Teesdale: Not scores.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : But is the hon. member
sure that the disease he saw is the same as that
referred to in this Bill ? It may have been the
disease from which nboriginea suffer, and for the
treatment of which lock hospitals have been cstab-
lished. There is a difference of opinion as to
whether aborigines euffer from venereal disease
in the same way as whites.
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Mr. Tecsdale: These are white children.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: These circumatances
take away & good deal of the force of the hon.
member's ergument. 1 trust the Committee
will agree to keep our legislation in this respect
as it now stands.

Amendment put, and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes ... .. 13
Noes ... .21
Majority againat ~ ... §
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Plekering
Mr. Draper Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Griffitha Mr. Rocke
Mr, Johnston Mr. Troy
Mr, Jones Mr. Walker
Me. Lutey Mr, Munsle
Mr. Nairn (Teller.}
NoEes.
Mr. Augelo : Mr. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr, Brown M¢. Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. R. T. Robloson
Mr. Durack . Mr, Teesdale
Mr, Foloy ' Mr. Thomsgon
M, Nleoige - Mr, Underwood
Mr. Green 1 Mr. Veryard
Mr. Harrison | Mr. Willeack
Mr. Hudson | Me. Hardwick
Mr. Lambert (Teller.>

Amendment thus negatived.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair].
Progress reported.
BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL,
L, Appropriation.

Without amendment.

2, Employment Brokers Act Amendment,
With an amendment.

BILL—RABBIT ACT AMENDMENT.
Received from the Council, and read a first time.

House adjourned at 11-45 p.m.



